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"HE general attention which! des been: excited! 
mongſt Chriſtians to the miſerable ſtate 'of 


who, knowifig:the worth: er his own ſoul, has been 
taught to value the ſouls of his brethren; If a How-/ 5 
ard be admared for travelling to diſtant countries to 


alleviate temporal diſtreſs, to eaſe the pain of the 
priſoner, whom death ſhall ere long deliver from d 
dungeon; how; much more we prize thella- 


bours of thoſe, who, having forſaken their eonn-/ 
try and friends, are gone to publiſh the natne 
that * who alone can deliver from eternal ini 

Surely Chriſtians enn have but one wiſh om 
2 ject, that their labours may be Dr 
n their means thouſands 
brought out of darkneſs into the marvellous light 
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. cite oben A5 

Experience has proved chat 222 of 
the goſpel abroad 22 connected with ſimi- 
lar exertions at home. 2 — 
that highly favoured as this country has been, fo 
many ate ignorant of the firſh es of religion. 
There are indeed eſtabliſhed teachers, and others ſup- 
ported by various claſſes of diflenters, throughout the 
country; but the prevalence of unbelief and iniqui- 
ty daily admoniſhes us, that more is no- 
1s eee to differ as ti 
thoſe. means which ſhould be yed ; but that 
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L. ans world, muſt give pleaſure ro every ouẽỹ· 
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. [4] 
allowed. Even this diverſity of opinion mw 4 be 
overruled for good: - 
rious opinions, purſue different plans to attain the 
ſame object, and what one cannot accom iſh is ef- 
feed by another. Q L.A . 

The perſons who undertook the journey of which 
the following pages give an account, believed that 
this ſcheme afforded the greateſt proſpect of uſe- 
fulneſs in their entice ſituation, They found 
they had leiſure. and other nieans t dar thei 
into execution; and while they kntw that diſfe 
opinions would be formed reſpoctint abe ir conduct, 
they remembered. it was to their mee. — 
muſt ſtand or fall. The unanimous: 
their hrethren would indeed have — 
ulying, but. this pre not ſo ſanguine a to e. 
i 11 b 904 n eU Ash trnd me abiig 

Although the — Chriſtians duft. daily 
experience, ought not to ſtop them in the path 0 
duty, every unnedeſſary cauſe of aſſenne ſhould be 
avoided. It becomes them fairly to Kare thy rr 
ſons of their conduct, and by every mean n their 
power, to prevent miſ Such a 
ſent intention. We ſhall explain the: prindiplbs o 
which we undertoak, and which regu hued our n- 
duct in our journey, and endeavour to anſwen thoſe! 
objections which, ſo far as we know, have been mate 
to the nodertaking itſelf, or to the way'in which t 


has been conducted. We may however pretmiſe, chat 


Ve have no ex pectation of convincing: thoſe h⁰⁰ ma- 

terially differ from us ir their religious opinions 
We ſhall ſhortly give our views of — almtons 

readers may judge ho- Far our ſentiments agrer 
with their own.— We conſider all mankind as being 
by nature under condemnation, and that none can 
eſcape: the wrath: to come hut by: believing on on Jeſus” 
Chriſt. God manifeſt in the ſleſu, 1 Tim. ii. 16. 
who. his bare our ſins in his 6 


of 


1 1 
the tree, x Pet. ii. 24. We are farther perſuaded, 
that no man can ſay, from a conviction of its truth, 


that Jeſus is Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 
Xii. 3. When any man believes this, we conſider 


him as born again, born of the Spirit, withoat which 
he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, John iii. 3. The 


means employed by the Spirit in the' new birth, 


we conceive to be the word of God, as it is written 
in the Scripture, or preached agreeably thereto; for 


« faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God,” Rom. x. 171. We know that theſe ſenti- 
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ments will entitle us to the character of enthu- 


ſiaſts in the opinion of many, having in every age 
been fooliſhneſs to the bulk even of nominal Chri- 


ſtians. Such will probably find little ſatis faction in 


the following narrative. We write principally for 


thoſe who agree with us in the great eſſentials of re- 


ligion, although we may differ in matters of lefler 
Te queſtion bf lay-preaching * has of late been 
pretty fully diſcuſſed. Without entering deeply in- 
to the controverſy, we ſhall give ſome of the reaſons 


which have ſatisfied ais, that it is not only lawful but 
the bounden duty of every Chriſtian to preach the 


goſpel. We would not here be underſtood to mean, 
that every follower of j eſus ſhould leave the occupa- 
tion by which he provides for his family to become 
a public preacher. . It is an indiſpenſable Chriſtian 
duty for every man to provide for his family. But 
we conſider every Chriſtian as bound, wherever he 
has opportunity, to warn ſinners to flee from the 
wrath to come, aud to point out IEsus as the way, 
the truth, and the life. Whether a man declare 


thoſe important truths to two or two hundred, he is 


* We uſe the term lay-preaching, not becauſe we acknowled 

a popiſh diſtinction, OI by the word of God, but r 
the term is generally uſed and underſtood. © ON 

f See Miſſionary and Chriſtian Magazines. 
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I 5. | 
in our opinion a preacher of the gofpe), or one who 
declares the glad tidings of ſalvation, which is the 
preciſe meaning of the term preach. * ' © - _ - 

If it be ſaid, Preaching means teaching in public, 
we maintain, that every Chriſtian, according to his 
ability, has a right to do ſo, although doubtleſs va- 
rious reaſons may reſtrain him from exetcifing that 
right. None will he bold enough to ſay, that with- 


out a licenſe a perſon may not ſpeak'*® to one of his 


fellow-finners about the way of ſalvation. Should 


he be aſked in a company of à dozen the queſtion 
put to Paul by the Jews at Rome, We deſire to 


hear of thee what thou thinkeſt; for as concerning 
this ſect, we know that every where it is ſpokeri a- 
gainſt;? Could any lticeatiate blame him if he gave 
an account of the Chriſtian faith, ſhewihg that the ge- 
neral prejudice againſt true religion was ſo far from 
being an objection to Chriſtianity, that it could not 
be otherwiſe if the Scripture was the word of God, 
it being there expreſsly declared, that real Chriſti⸗ 
ans muſt ſuffer reproach, and that the 3 

25 


the world is enmity with God. He might con 


his diſcourſe while they liſtened in ſilence, or hey 
might reply and he anſwer their objections. In ei- 
ther caſe we ſhould conſider him as having preach- +. 
ed to the company. It would make no material al- 
teration if the company conſiſted of fifty or five hun- 
dred, or whether they had been called together by 
the preacher to hear his opinion. 4 

His right to do this could no more be queſtioned 
than the right of a man to give Hinifelf out as a 


* Thoſe who would confine the tight of preaching to a certain 


order of Chriſtians, maintain, that preaching is ſomething different 


from fimply declaring the goſpel In Scripture, however, we find 
it uſed 1,differently with ſpeaking, c. and applied cither- to the 


| private or public declaration of the goſpel. It is ſaid of the apoſtles 


that daily in the temple, and in every houſe, they ceaſed not to 
teach and preach Jeſus Chiiſt, Acts v. 42. We are informed that 
Philip began at the ſame ſcripture, (which the eunuch was reac - 
ing), ha, pe Sine znto HI Jeſus, Acts vill. 35. 


Ra 


a in any particular wares of ſeience.. N 
various circumſtances the propriety of his conduct 
might indeed be called in queſtion; but abſoluteix 
to deny his right, would not be leſs abſurd than to 
maintain, that, in order to ſecure proper teachers, 
no branch of ſcience n be ee NN the 
walls of a College. 

Thoſe who allow that an unlicenſed man may 

h to one or two or ten, would do well to draw 
the line, and inform us exactly where lay- preaching v 
ends, and where the authority conferred by a licenſe 
begins. Diſtinctioas of this Kind appear plainly 
contrary to reaſon. Now we never find any thing 
contradictory to ſound reaſon in Scripture, but 
are conſtantly dealt with as rational creatures. If. 
we are acquainted with any thing valuable, of e 
our neighbour is ignorant, the law of _— 
that we ſhould make it khown, andthe more eden 
it is to his hap the greater the obliga 
then all men are: by nature children of Jeri jk 
there is only one way of ſalyation, which is i 
and fully explained in Scripture, and with wich 
every Chriſtian muſt be acquainted, can it be in- 
pro ropet to communicate to our neighbours ſuch an f 
invaluable bleſſing? We aſk no — to ſupply | | 
the bodily wants, or to relieve the bodily pain of our | * | 
brethren. It is deemed praiſe-wotthy to ſind out. 
proper objects of charity; and why ſhould we re | 
quire'a licenſe to inform our brethren of a.certain TN 
cure ſor their diſeaſed ſouls ? 

Suppoſe a perſon who had eK Madel meeind-- 
at College, and conſequently had got no diploma, 
were ſeized with an epidemical diſorder. From a 
deſire of health he applies himſelf to the ſtudy of 
phyſic, and finding it pleaſant obtains a competent 
knowledge of the ſcience. By means of a cer- 24: 
tain remedy, he is cured of his diſeaſe; He im- {| 
mediately offers his affiſtance to n, and finds 


/ 


* 
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the remedy always efficacious. He forces it _ 
on none, but goes from town to town, informing, - 
the inhabitants that at a certain hour he will give 
his advice gratis to all affected. When aſſembled, 
he warns: them of their danger, but deſires them not 
to reſt on his opinion. He mentions a book of ac- 
knowledged authority among phyſicians. He in- 


forms them that in it they will find the ſymptoms 


of their diſeaſe deſcribed, and a ſpeoiſie cure point-- 


cd out, which has never failed of 2 — rat 


ſures them that death will be the certain conſe 
of rejecting it. He reads-paſlages of this Sx 4 14 
endeavours to illuſtrate them; he atteſts their truth. - 


from his on experience. What would the Faculty 


ſay? Perhaps they would eall! im a quack, becauſe- 


| he had no diploma; but the ee would be 


unjuſt, ſince he preſeribed agreeably to the only pro- 
per method of tręating the diſeaſe. If he deſired ad- 


mittance into the College of Phyſicians, they might 
juſtly ſay, a diploma is neceſſary; hut ſurely they, 


could not object to his practiſing where the people. 
choſe to employ him, or at leaſt the corporation- 
ſpirit which might lead them to do ſo, would be uni- 


verſally condemned. Here then is a caſe in point. 


Being convinced by experience, that there is but 


one remedy for the diſeaſe of fin, we warn our fel- 


low-ſinners of their danger, appealing to a book, 
generally acknowledged as divine, for the truth of 
what we ſay. We advance no new doctrines, and 


defire our hearers '* follow us no farther: than we 


follow the Scrifty 
But men, finding that ok and analogy juſtify. 


| lay-preaching 1 reſort to the order which Chriſt 
bas eſtabliſhed i in his church, and maintain that the 
Scriptures give no ſanction to preaching without a 


licenſe. Let tioſe men. ſhew us, that unlicenſed 
perſons are in Scripture prohibited from preach. 
ing. If they cannot do this , ſurely there is at leaſt a 


wry 


ages prob, » 


e 
iptute a 
ceffary, and, 5 als When congutted WM 2 1 5 


lins,. and a few af his 
hat had had 7 04 8 1 


to de baptized, although it 2 he 
hays done it himſelf, AQs * 494. i 
Work ee 
amongſt the Corinthians, although 3 had 72 
long im that city, and tris Amr. had. been th 

ing the church. \The Lord himſelf 
: „ ppt. employed. big diſciples, while. 
he presched g ä 50 e. Ea aa we can find 
no ſeriptural ground for pr e adminiſtra- 
tion of ene to the feen. of the word, and 


yet we tee, a man ficlt. KOI: n 35 1 5 


0 


| Fi e * then receives a 4 


i is 2 Nana that it is the e Chriſtizus 
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e then he may biptize ant 
"x may er 's ſupper. | 
2 o be aſked, in what Meier d a | eeiſe 
9 make hls fon z 
him a com- 
owledge Fol Lai -and Greek, m: tics 
s for a certain time t to 
e wo 


of Aiſconrſes, | It i is not required of him to give evi- 


. dence that he i 18 Aa 5 and has experienced a 


work o& grace on his eG i. 
n to con - 


1 i 125 
oly Spirit in regeneration to be ing 


fiaſm. We would not be underſtood e d bus. | 
man learning, nor to ſay that a mi may pee 
rive from «Py 


iberal dion mu 1 ere os 
furely, before a man is ſent forth to Ras 


to others, it might be en quired, whether he W555 


feels his need of a Serious, We are told his be- 


haviour during his Rudies is known. It: may; but 
he muſt be very note cali if he cannot keep np a 

ſufficiently decent profeſſion to 
ſome miniſter; ſuch' a 

maintained while be 5 none of the power of re- 
gion. 


ficate fron 
u way be cafily 


gets 


That inked piers Would be ordained for the: 
work. of the miniſtry ; in Chriſtian congregations has 
never been denied, and weuſurp not this office; but 


0 We ſpeak of the YO not the rules of the eg which 
we believe enjoin that a candidate ONO WY _— that. _ 
he feels the power of tne what | 


2 : þ 22 | f % 4 
to exhort, ons angther, and. if wo follow rau 
Erase this is not confined to pri 
1 Cor, xiv. 31. Heb. iii. 13. x, 24, ag, Now if Chr. 
ſtians may eoperiy axhert and adaly rin, rather, 
and are ed ſo tv do in their religions, = 


fury they do not take too much u 
t. thoſe who are 2 


light ſo * before 

* works, may glo- 
rify our Father = in heaven. 58 be 
this ought to be by their lives, we ene admit 5 
it; but ban i pt ſy be ane ve e, | 
whether public. or private? From yarzous. cauſes, 
ſome Chriſtians MT are taught of God in the great 
efſentials of religion, may be unable to communicate 
with clearneſs what they know; but Peter enharts 
every one who hath the gift to miniſter the ſame, as 


of the 22 wg th, 55 Iv. 10. 
on. cor. ny | 
a 5 fps | 35 


W 
5 we know), in lunch a way, that 


diſpoſed to hear us, we receive-a rar 


en, 6.40,p proceed. & LF 
The caſe of Apollos Fe Sa adale hi . 


licenſes were not deemed neceſfary in the apoſtles 
days. Many attempts, have been made to get rid of 
this inſtance, The eee letter he t from 
the brethren to thoſe of Ach Ga bes been 4 50 
into a licenſe, ' If this l we had more - 
than one, for we had ſeveral ds” to the Lord's 
people in different places. But Apollos preached 

a e ee and however he may be 
paken of jp ou? days, n Berlptin, (be- 


Cm J EY 
tore his adqtizintatics with Aquila and Pritefha), cb 
Have beet! inſtructed in the way of the Lotd,-aindtb 
have beetr fer vent · in ſpirit, Acts xvii, - Orb 
dude made him one of the ſeventy; but they received 
power to werk miracles, Luke x! 9. and we dolor 
Hear of Aponde having any lach proof ow πνb tb 
reſt ns claim as a preacher. Nor cu eu 
the Lord would have given ſueh· teſtimtny 
who was ſo imperſectly . 
Is it credible, that any of ehe would fof- 
fer ſa many years do Ppafs, without inquiring about 
che perſon, by whom he ad been ſent out? ud 
he not have heard both of the death auc re 
urrection of ſeſus without much trouble x. 
things were not done in & corner: Beſides, our 
Lord fent none during his perſona non po to 
preach beyond the regions of Judea, Mat. * 5863 
and \Apolles ſurely would never go te 
while his commiſſion only extended to the loſt ſheep 
of the honſe of Hrael. The ſeventy, we are inform... 
ed; returned to our Lord, Luke x. 2%. and we have 
every reaſon to ſuppoſe were of the number of the 
hundred and twenty who efſembled together in Je- 
ruſalem aſter his aſcenſion / Otkers have ſuppoſed 
Apolles to have been a licentiate of John the Bap- 
tiſt. This may be ingenious, but is no argument; 
for we apprebend it would be diffteult te prove, 
that John ever fent out diſrigles to preach, although 
we have no doubt but many (among wham was 
Apollos), preached the doctrine they had heard 
from him, confirming it by the Scriptures. The 
apoſtle is not aſhamed to claſs chis lay- preaeher 
with himſelf; « 2 have planted, Apellos watered.” 
1 Cor. iti. 6. 3X $45 bt 1.73, ine 
We are raed! Ate vin 1-4. that the chureh 1 
1. e. Chriſtians, were all ſcattered abroad, except ce 
apoſtles, and they that e ſcattered went ey 
where preaching the word." aa fa is not i 
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the diſciples, not excepting the women. Beſides, we e 
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| He „ 9 
ble, that on this occaſion, ali 8 were 


licentiates or paſtors. We cannot underſtand that 


by all is meant every individual; but ſurelx A it muſt 
mean, many of different deſeriptions. This is: con- 
firmed by what we find in the next chapter, w 
we ſee Saul, not ſatisfied with the havock he h 


made in Jeruſalem, deſiri ring authority from the vigh 
prieſt to ſeize upon the diſciples of the Lord at Da- 


maſcus, whether men or women, Acts ix. 1, 2. 


Theſe were probably a part of the church which had 
been ſcattered abroad, and had taken ſbelter in that 
city, from the perſecution i in which Saul Was ſo ac- 
tive, not againſt the teachers only, but againſt all 


cannot ſuppoſe, that if this perſecution was only, or 
principally directed the Chriſtian 2 

that the chief of them (the apoſtles) would have 
been ſuffered to remain. We are told then that wo- 
men muſt have preached. We do not think this a 
fair concluſion, but we have a better opinion of the 
zeal of the women than to think they did not preach 
where they could do it with propriety. This they 
ſurely might do in private to thoſe of their on Th 
which would certainly have been preaching *. Th 


| apoſtle mentions ſome women who laboured wi 


him in the goſpel, Phil. iv. 3. | 

The deacons were ordained to take care * the 
poor, Ads vi. 3. No licenſe to preach is mention- 
ed, yet we find Stephen ſhortly afterwards preaching 
in the ſynagogue, and confounding the Jews. re 
we need not wonder that a ſpirit of monopoly in 
preaching has ariſen amongſt miniſters. The apo- 


ſtles were not free from it for a time. They had x 
ſeen one caſting out devils in the name of Jeſus, and 


# The Moravians prefer married men for miffionaries, forthe be- 


| nefit of the labours of their wives, who viſit thoſe of their own ſex, . 


and inſtruct them, where jealouſy would prevent the men ke | 


t * Lee inſtructions for 2 * 159 
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they forbade him. Why? for this weighty reaſon, 
« fle followeth not with us,” Luke ix. 49. The 
Lord gave a different deciſion, and it ſtands on record 
for our admonition. We cannot help ſuppoſing this 
man knew ſomething more of our Lord than his 
name, or probably the devils would no more have 
obeyed him than they did the ſons of Sceva ; and if 
he knew any thing of the Lord, he would ſurely 
ſpeak of him to the people, and thus not only caſt 
out devils, but preach ; and we know not that any 
have ſuppoſed he had privately received licenſe. 
His power to caſt out devils, it 1s ſaid, proved his 
_ warrant. By the ſame rule, if it can be ſhown, 
that lay-preachitig was ever the means of one being 
converted, it proves that the perſon. by whoſe means 
that was effected, was warranted to preach, and o- 
thers no doubt may follow the example, and make 
the experiment, whether their labours may not be 
equally ſucceſsful. That many inſtances might be 
brought, in which lay- preaching has been ſucceſsful, 
we imagine, will not be diſputed. „ 
Even under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, when, by 
divine commandment, the moſt minute attention 
was paid to method and order, we find Eldad and 

Medad propheſying in the camp, Num. xi. 26. Jo- 
{hua, jealous of his maſter's honour, and alarmed for 
the conſequences of ſuch a diſorderly proceeding, 
. cried out, My lord Moſes, forbid them. How muſt 
he have been ſurpriſed to hear Mofes ſay, Would 
God that all the Lord's people were prophets! 
When the members of the church of Scotland 
and the Seceders are ſo keen about licenfes, they 
'bring themſelves into an ankward dilemma. The 
muſt either allow, that the founder of their N 
vas a layman, or hold the ordination of a church 
to be valid, which they, with the ſacred Scripture, 
have termed the mother of harlots and abomina- 
tions: for except he got a licenſe from the church 


— 
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e 
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of Rome, which is very doubtful, John Knox, 2 
many others at the time of the Reformation, were 
unlicenſed preachers. If it be ſaid this was matter 
of neceſſity, we anſwer, So is lay- preaching at pre- 
ſent, when thouſands are periſhing for lack of kno.π-̃- 
ledge, when the goſpel of Jeſus is almoſt unknown: | 
in many parts of the country, and little better than 
heathen morality —— for the doctrines of 
Chriſt. 
But “ no man taketh this . to himſelf but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. 
This paſſage has been preſſed into the ſervice to ſup- 
port the argument againſt lay-preaching. _Who- 
ever takes the trouble to read the paſſage in connec- 
tion, will find the apoſtle is not ſpeaking of mini- 
ſters of the goſpel, but of the high prieſt, His ob- 
ject is to ſhew, that Chriſt did not take the honour, 
of the prieſthood, to himſelf, hut was called of God 
to be an high prieſt. Where then the argument in 
this paſſage lies againſt lay-preaching, we confeſs 
ourſelves at a loſs to determine. Let thoſe miniſters 
who think they have. been called of God to the 


Chriſtans, who are all an holy prieſthood, have to 
fer? For every high prieſt, taken from among me 
is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer Both gifts avd./acrifices for fins, ver. 1. 
Let them tell us what reſemblance can he traced be- 
tween a man making application and receiving licenſe 
to preach from a preſbytery, and Aaron receiving a 
call to the office of high prieſt from God himſelf, 
It is not the buſineſs of preſbyteries to give calls, 
(at leaſt they do not exerciſe it) ; but, after a per- 
fon thinks his call to the miniſtry clear; "Ry give 
him a licenſe. Let any man come before them, 
however great his gifts and grace, if he has not 
complied with their rules, neither call. nor. licenſe 
will be granted. tft 


pnieſt's office, tell us what they, more than other 
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| The objection to lay-preaching from the abuſe 
which may take place, ſeems to have but little weight. 
There is no danger of many leaving their trades and 
becoming preachers. If indeed every itinerant 
preacher were to be furniſhed with a ſtipend and 
manſe and glebe, the bait which ſeems to allure ſo 
many ignorant men into the miniſtry, we might 
well apprehend that improper people would enter 
into the office; but when men have only to expect 
feorn and ridicule, a ſuperabundance of lay-preach- 
ers need hardly be dreaded. Again, we are told, 
if the principle be acknowledged, people may preach 
what doctrines they pleaſe, being under no reſtraint, 
and where is the ſecurity that they will preach the 
goſpel? Experience proves, that neither confeſſions 


_ of faith, nor articles, nor the reſtraints under which 


| elergymen are placed, can ſecure the preaching of 
the pure goſpel; and if laymen go out and preach 
error, it will only prove that this, like other ſchemes, 
is liable to abuſe, We ſhould, however, imagine, 
that thoſe who are diſpoſed to preach error will find 
no inducement ſufficiently ſtrong to lead them volun- 
tarily to inſtru men in the principles of their reli. 
gion, without any proſpect of temporal reward. Like 
other things, preaching will find its own level. Mo- 
nopolies are as unfavourable to religion as to trade, 
and Dr Smith's principles, in the Wealth of N ations, 
will apply to both. Should unfit men engage in 
the bufineſs; their hearers will either leave them, or 
they will themſelves tir® of the employment. The 
chaff will thus be blown away, and the wheat (thoſe 
who love the Lord Jeſus and know the value of im- 
mortal ſouls) will remain. 
We ſhall juſt mention another paſſage of RETRO 
— which has been brought forward againſt lay-preache 
ing, Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they preach except 
they be ſent?” We might aſk, who ſends licen- 
tiates ? perhaps the preſbytery ; but who ſent them ts 
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the preſbytery? it ſeems they had judged themſelves 
ed Tart for the — = licenſe.. In- 
deed; if they were not, the- licenſe: would confer tio 
additional wiſdom or gifts. But the ſenſe of the a- 
bove paſſage is altogether: foreign to our fubject. 
The apoſtle is-proving from the Old Teſtament, chat 
the Gentiles were jointly to partake of the bleſſings 
of the goſpel with the. Jewa. In this paſſage he ſhews 
that in order to their receiving the promiſed bleſ- 
ſing, preachers or miſſionaries mult be ſent to them. 
No it is begging the queſtion to ſay, that the great 
Head of the church, ſends none but thoſe who re- 
ceive preſbyterial licenſe; | Men are ſent by him in 
a variety of ways. He Th ſome evangeliſts, and 
ſome N pra, e 4. h 


Such are ſsme.of thi & ts which bury cif. 
fied our minds, that we. have a right to 
goſpel, founded both on reaſon and on the word of 
God. We formerly hinted, that our ſituation 15 | 
enabled us to —— the journey without int 
fering with. neceſſary avocations, and we 
low ſtate of religion a ſufficient call for us to go to 
the highways and hedges, and endeavour to com copy | 
our fellow-finners to lay hold on the hope ſer bef 


books on the ſubjects of which we treated in our 
diſcourſes, -no;perſon would have found fault with 
unlicenſed men acting ĩn ſuch a manner. The writ- 
ings of laymen: — of Chriſtianity bave 5 
ways been conſidered as peculiarly important, 
there is. leſs ground to ſuſpect ſueh men of intereſt- 
ed motives; and the clergy are naturally led to re 
fer to ſucho writings,-when the enemies of the goſ- 
** e eee real to ambition and Prieſt- 
a TTY  CIILF 1, 

| * eee . 


Philip, one of the deacons, went down to n and en 
Chriſt uotd'them, Acts viii. 5. 
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them in the goſpel. Had we publiſhed one or more 
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craft. Strange ! then, if we miglit not Tpeak on 
fubjects on which we might have written *. Fol 
When miniſters are ſo anxious that laymen 
ſhould be prevented from interfering with what is 
called clerical bufineſs, they would do well to ſer 
them an example, by abſtaining from ſecular em- 
ployments. It is very common for a.miniſter in 
the country to engage in the buſineſs of the farmer. 
This is ſurely as great a violation of order as it 
would be for a farmer to preach; but with this dif. 
ference, the farmer's preaching may be of uſe to 
others; the miniſter's farming can only profit him- 
ſelf. When we condemn farming, we do not ſpeak 
of thoſe who, in addition to ti ir glebe, rent a ſmall 
piece of ground for the conveRtence of their family, 
but of ſuch as enter ſo deeply into it, that it .be- 
comes a buſineſs. This muſt undoubtedly tend to 
diſtract the mind, and take up the attention. If a 
man engage in farming to any extent, he muſt 
either apply diligently to it, or in all probability 
he will ſoon be brought into very great difficulties. 
Rich men may farm for amuſement ; but when 
the profits become an object, much attention muſt 
be paid to all the various branches of huſbandry. 
This buſineſs, being ſo entirely different from the 
dauties of the paſtoral office, and the neceflary ſtu- 
dies connected therewith; muſt have a very bad ef. 
fect on the mind. Few men can attend to both. 
"There are, we believe, ſome inſtances of miniſters 
dy no means negleQing the duty they owe te their 
pariſh, while they are extenſively engaged in other 
zufineſs, Theſe are proofs of fingular abilities, 
but by no means ſhew that thoſe very men might 
not be more extenfively uſeful, if the powers they 
are poſſeffed of were directed to one object. 
Lay. preaching, althou in this country, is by no means 
fd. in 5 er; © nr — 2 legte DES The 


Kudents preach in villages, & c. When called to the paſtural office, 
they then receive ordination. | 
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It is ſaid the ſtipends in this country are inſuffi- 
cient to maintain a large family. This is a libet 
upon thoſe- who fix them ; but ſhenld this be 
granted, it would only prove, that a man having 
the proſpe& of a family ought. not to accept of a 
fituation which requires the whole of his time and- 
attention, while it does not afford him neceſfary 
ſupport. | WD WTR + 

When a perſon accepts of a ſtipend for diſchar- 
ging in a congregation the paſtoral office, he yir- 
tually acknowledges, that it is adequate to his ſup- 
port, unleſs he ſpecify beforehand, that he muſt en- 
deavour, by ſome other means, to make up the de- 
ficiency. Withou proviſion, his time is nat 
his own ; nor has M right to alienate a part of it 
to improve his inqhme. If it be too ſmall, he 
ſhould give it up altogether, become a farmer, and 


" preach as often as his buſineſs will permit; but if 


he receive a certain ſum for preaching the goſpel, 


for viſiting and catechiſing his people, he ought, 
according to Paul's exhortation to Timothy, togive 


himſelf wholly to theſe things, 1 Tim. iv. 15. which 


de cannot be ſaid to do when much of his time 


and attention is engrofſed by a farm, But it will 
be found that the ftipends in general are fully ſufſi- 
cient to ſupport a family, although certainly they 
will not afford to keep up that rank which has been 


thought indiſpenſable for a miniſter. We ſhould ce- 


member that reſpectability does not conſiſt in living 
in a particular ſtyle. - A very poor man, who ſup- 


Ports his family by the ſweat of his brow, is more 


reſpeQable than a perſon poſſeſſed of great riches, 
who does not make a proper uſe of them. Mode- 


ration and ſelf-denial, not worldly rank, ſheuld di- 
ſtinguiſh the-miniſters of the lowly Jeſus . 


What becomes of miniſters who live in towns, whoſe ſtipends 


are often not much larger than in the country, and where __ 


alſo dearer ? Ther have neither a farm nar à ſhop, and yet 
es. . & 
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Mr Scott of the. Lock hoſpital, London, in His 
jragical, obſeryations on 1 Cor. iv. ſays, . 
would-be; uſeful to thoſe; who imagine that che cre» 
dit of the miniſtæy depends, in a great meaſure, on 
their making acreditahle, or even gentetl appearance, 
and who, emulate. the, afflnent in the expences' af 
their families, to meditate carefully on the ſubject 
before us, that they might be led to conceive of hr 
more excellent way of maintaining the dignity 
character becoming the miniſters of Him wh Q To 
not where to lay his. head.” In another part of 
his commentary, which we. quote from memory, 
he obſerves, That the- devil has gained no ſmall ad- 
vantage, by introducing the pe that every mi- 
niſter muſt ſupport the rank tleman. 

We are far from meaning to inſinuate that mini- 
ſters ought. not to receive IT: ſupport. To this 
they are entitled, when their flock-can-efford it; but 
there is no neceſſity for all miniſlers, any more than 
others, living as fe in the ſame; manner. What. 
may be proper for one, is improper for another, 
whoſe income 1s conſiderably ſmaller-. 

One great evil which ariſes from the opinion chat | 
miniſters muſt live in a ſtyle ſuperior to that of 
their hearers, is, that where people are very poor, 
they cannot afford a ſtipend which is thought ſuffi- 
cient ſuitably to maintain 8: paſtor. The apoſtle 
Paul wreught with his own hands, and ſupported 
himſelf, rejoiciag/in-being able thus to publiſh the 
goſpel freely, and to cut off occaſion from the ene- 
mies of the truth. At the ſame time, he always 
maintained his title to live by the gofpel, but we 
preſume he did not mean byithis hab he muff live . 
10;2-Way-{uperior: to thoſe by whom! he 8 
tained. Timethy was commanided! toi 
whole of his time on the duties of his oſſice; and, 
while thus employed, he would no doubt N rack 
ol by: thoſe among whom he laboured. ne bn, 
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It would be thought unbecoming à miniſter to 
keep a ſhop in town ; but this would not occupy 
his attention more than « farm in the country, as 
he might have one or more ſhopmen gs act under 
him. But the cuſtom his obtained in the country, 
where the conduct of miniſters is not ſo much noti- 

ced by the rich as in towns ; and now people are re- 
Facies to a miniſter being occupied with a farm, 
who would exclaim againſt his keeping à ſhop. 

To ſay nothing* of 'the temptation to worldly- 
mindedneſs to which a miniſter having a farm, at- 
tending markets, &c. is ſable, it has a bad effect on 
his people. It often creates jarring intereſts.” He is 
conſidered as an intruder, and loſes fur more re- 
ſpect by engaging in'the fame purfuits with them- 
ſelves, than he can gain by any addition to his in- 
come. It frequently leads him from one ſtep to a- 
nother, till it completely entangles him in worldly 
buſineſs, ſo that we ſee in ſome parts of the country 
miniſters acting as factors for the proprietors who do 
not reſide on their eſtates. We would recommend to 
thofe miniſters who are ſo fond of comparing them- 
felves with the prieſts under the law, to imitate them, 
in being entirely ſeparated from worldly buſineſs, ef 
pecially as proviſion is made for them by the laws of 
the land in the eſtabliſhment, and by their people a- 
mong diſſenters ; ſo that, with the exception of a ve 
ry few of their hearers, they have in general a lar- 
ger income than any of the congregation, 

If a man in any-other line of life, become a 
preacher, he may lawfully we apprehend, continue 
to attend on his buſineſs, but in ſuch a caſe his mi- 
niſterial duties ſhould be a labour of love. | 

Farming is ſpoken of as a relaxation from ſtudy. 
Relaxation is ſurely neceffary; but it might be 
found in ſome other way. The anxiety a farmer 
muſt frequently feel, is more calculated to diſtract 
and its than to relax the mind, Surely it is. 
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not picefiicry by way of exerciſe; a minifler in 
the country need not want an inducement to this, 
if he is diſpoſed to viſit and converſe with his peo- 
ple either in their houſes or in the fields. Mini. 
ſters in large towns ſtand in as much need of relax- 
ation as thoſe in the country; yet they have no 
farms, which ſhews it is not abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. Viſiting of pariſhes being ſo generally ne- 
glected, may be partly owing to the buſineſs of farm- 
ing. We ſhall be glad to ſee this ſubject diſcuſſed. 
Hitherto it has too little occupied the attention of 
Chriſtians. * | 
Some do not queſtion our right to prchch, even 
approve of our general deſign, while they blame out 
conduct in executing it. We hope we can ſay we de- 
ſired to know what the Lord would have us to do. We 
aſked for that wiſdom which is profirable to direct, 
and hope we were not permitted to act in a manner un- 
becoming the character of ſervants of Chriſt- One 
objection made againſt us is, that we preached from 
texts of Scripture, inſtead of giving what is called an 
exhortation. We intended to found every thing we 
ſaid on the word of God, and thought that taking a 
text was moſt for edification. This practice, how- - 
ever, does not exclufively conſtitute preaching. We 
believe it was formerly the cuſtom to ſpeak from a 
particular ſubje&, as faith, love, or repentance ; yet 
the good men certainly were (preaching. But we 
are told, this would have removed prejudice. We 
beard much about prejudice; but cannot ſay we 
met with much on our journey, either among Chri- 
ſtians or others: nar do we believe our congrega- 
tions would have been more numerous and attentive, 
had we enjoyed all the influence a preſbyterial licenſe 
can confer, It would, we believe, have occaſioned - 
more prejudice had we preached without taking a 
text. We may add, we were not diſpoſed to acknow- 
ledge that we had not a right to ſpeak from the 
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Scoiptures. Had we departed from the common 
practice, this might have been ſuppoſed. | 
But the principal objection made againſt us, is, 
that we attacked the doctrines of particular mini- 
ſters. We are aſked, might you not have preached 
the goſpel, without attacking individuals? In our 
2 we would aſk, was this the method purſued 
the Lord and his apoſtles? Did be reſt ſatisfied 
with declaring the truth, or did he not likewiſe warn 
the people againſt the doctrine of the Scribes and 
Phariſees? When the ruler of the ſyn e found 
fault with a woman who was healed on the Sabbath, 
did not the Lord publicly reprove him, Thou 
hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sabbath 


looſe his ox or his aſs from the ſtall, and lead him 


away to watering ?” Luke xiii. 15. Did be only 
denounce woes againſt ſinners in general, or did he 
not apply them to Pharilees, lawyers, c.? Did not 
the apoſtles warn the churches, in the very ſtrongeſt 
terms, againſt thoſe who preached another goſpel, 
Gal. 1. 85 2 John 10, 11. The apoſtle not only 
warns Timothy againſt thoſe who had erred eon- 
cerning the truth, but names Hymeneus and Phile- 
tus as falſe teachers, 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. He alſo warns 


him to beware of Alexander the coppefſmith, 2 Tim. 


iv. 14, 15; and ſurely it is more neceilary to warn 
ignorant people, than ſuch an eminent miniſter of 


Chriſt as Timothy, to beware of men who preach 


doctr ines entirely oppoſite to thoſe of the goſpel. 
Wedoubtnot but that here, as on other occaſions, a 
cry will be raiſed, theſe men would make themſelves 
equal to the apoſtles, or even to Jeſus Ghriſt. No! 
We diſclaim the idea, We are before him as graſs- 
hoppers, as the ſmall duſt of the balance. How then 
could we compare ourſelves with IEHOVAn? Nor 


do we pretend either to the gifts, or meaſure of grace 


enjoyed by the apoſtles; but their writings and our 


Lord's conduct, ought to regulate our behaviour, . 


It might with equal juſtice be ſaid, that when the 


— 
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many places of worſhip. They might probably have 
approved both of their miniſter's ſermon and of ours? 
but when we declared our doctrines to be perfectly 
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Lord ſays, © Be ye holy, for I am holy,” he com- ; 
mands that we ſhould deſire to be equal to himfelf. 
Should a petſon $0 to a country where the plague 


was raging, and fin 


that many who 1 themſelves 
out as phyſieians trifled with the caſes of their pa- 
tients; were building them up in ſecurity in the midſt 
of danger, and giving them poiſon inſtead of medi- 
cine ; would it be ſufficient for him to give good me- 
dicines, without pointing out the fatal effects of the 
poiſon which was daily offered them? Should he be 
deterred, By the oppoſition it would oocaſion, from tel- 
ling the people that theſe men were deſtroying them? 


— 


Such conduct would be reckoned baſe and coward- 


Jy ; and where is the difference? In every part of 


the country, unconverted men are on the brink of 
deſtruction. We met with miniſters who were trif- 
ling with their caſes, leading them to truſt in refu- 
ges of lies, and teaching them to put their own ſin- 
cere obedjence in the place of Chriſt's ſiniſhed work. 
If we had only preached the goſpel, many would 
have heard in that dull ſleepy manner fo common in 


oppoſite to thoſe of their miniſters ; when we men- 


tioned the exceptionable paſſages of the ſermons we 


had heard, and ſhewed that they contradicted Scrip- 


* conld there be a more probable means of lead- 


them to examine for themſelves ? 
It has been ſaid, we ſhould have ſpoken to the 
miniſters in private. This indeed, from the ſhort- 


neſs of our time, and the general prejudice againſt 


itinerant preachers, would. have been a forlorn 


hope. At any rate we could not have ſpoken to 


them till we had heard them preach ; and while we 
were ſpeaking to one man who would probably have 


reckoned us inſolent and fanatical, the congregat'on 
(to whom we ap © pas preached as ſoon as the 


church was diſmiſſed) would have been ſcattered, 
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and we ſnould have had no ity of peak ing 
to 155 people at all. If A e at we ſhould 
have ſpokeii to the miniſters op vate) be 3 
on that precept; © If thy brother” — "= 

tell him,“ we conſider this'as Wh inappl on | 
the preſent caſe - That pretept relpect; only. our br6- 
ther in Chi q fbr te cannet Aide fine the Lomi 
wot | have Airecdeck a) hüt u Chi ian to Be cur- 
Ae befote the church, Mat. xvii. 17 Now -we 
can never acknowledges man 28 f Chriſtian brother 
| | oſpel' of Ota. . Befides, this f 


proceed in 4 | ap- 
ſtolir precey in ae It 8 for publie- 
ly TeproVing'open öffende rb, 2 | 
that fin, 'reboke befofe alt, that others alſo may fear. 
1 Cor. v. 4, J. Gal. ii; 4. Whem I that they 
walked not upri ty; "Tat note Peter before them 
all,“ Ke But fl Neb oe peo- 
= 10 — in they 2 5 . ö hear. 
ſpel = Fhbüld they from” church 
gether? They bare Moſts a the propllets, 
Jeſus Ghrift and 55 apoſtles,” and we liefitate not 
to ſay it would give ug pleaftire to lern, that the 
hearers of every mittfter, wheſe {etirons' we tot 
demnedas unſcriptural, had left hw: They had much 
better ſtay at home chan go to church and var errut; 
« for the word of falſe tetchers will eat᷑ us doth a car 
ker,“ 2 Tim. ii. 11. They might'meet together for 
reading the Scriptures and prayer; and futely few 
who know the gofpel wilt ſay that they Would not 
be better employed than in hearing another gofpel. 
We always warned them of the obligations of Chri- 
ſtians not to forſake the aſſembling of themſelves 
together on the firſt day of the week. In many 
parts of the country they might hear found doc- 
trine among the r we care not, if Chcift 
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be preached, Whether it Vo by: Paul, Apollos) or 
| Cephas. | 45.1 
But an n is Winde axditiſ mel 140g 
their pariſh-chuitches, from the conſideration that 
our Lord and his apoſtles attended the ſynagogues. 
We may obſerve, that the Jewiſh church We" com- 
pletely different from any modern one. It was 
of Divine eſtabliſhment, and therefore, however 
great its corruptions, no man might leave it. Thus 
the prophets, while they ſo often teſtiſied againſt tlie 
idolatry of the Jewiſh church, did not attempt to eſta - 
bliſh a purer one. The time then was when men 
were to ſacriſice and worſhip God at Jeruſalem but 
that time is no more. Except the church of Rome, 
| we know of none which pretends excluſiyely to deine 
4 eſtabliſhment. The true church is not to be found 
in one ſe& or denomination, but ſcattered 'amontg _ 
j all who have heard the goſpel. The caſes then o 
5 the Jewiſh church and of any modern one, are b) 
means parallel. If they were, how could the Re- 
Lor mation be vindicated Our Lord it is true went 
ö into the ſynagogues, but for what purpoſe? To 
1 teach and inſtruct the people. The Scriptures 
were read in the ſynagogues, and even ſtrangets 
were allowed to ſpeak from them, and to exhort the 
people, Acts xiii. 15. Our Lord and his apoſtles would 
AI ſurely never loſe ſuch an opportunity of preaching 
{ , the, goſpel. But would he have ſuffered the Scrip- 
| ' tures to be wreſted or perverted in his preſence ? | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Would he have ſuffered the ſcribes to explain away 

and make void the law of God by their traditions, and 

have held his peace? The ies is abſurd. Counte- 

nancing ſuch meetings, the principal deſign of which, 

as far as we know, was to read the werd of” God, 

Adds xv. 21. was very diffetent from going to bear 

F, men who take a portion of Scripture for a motto to 
2 a diſcourſe, in which they expreſsly contratlict the 
Acoctrines of the 1 Were it the cuſtom in our 
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parith-churches for private Chriftians' to ſpeak, it. 
would be an important duty to attend, even where 
the goſpel is not preached, in order to declare the 
truth, and to point out the errors of thoſe who, ſetting: 
aſide the word af God, teach for doQrines the com- 


mandments of men. But as this cannot be done, may” 


we not follow the example of Paul, who continued to 
attend aud to preach the goſpel in the ſynagogue 
at Epheſus for: three months, but when he found 
many hardened in unbelief, he left them, and ſe- 
parated the 'diſciples, Acts xix. 9. The old diſ- 
OY Was paſt, and the kingdom of God was 

ror ians were delivered from the bon- 
5 


oeremonies and worſhipping in parti- 
and they uſed that liberty wherewith | 
Chriſt —— them free. , 

If it be the duty of Chriſtians: to attend their pa- 
riſh-churches at all events, what becomes of our 
Lord's precept, Beware of falſe prophets,” Matth. 
Vil. 45. How are we to beware-of them? Is it 
ſufficient to guard againſt their doctrines, while we. 
continue to hear them em? The Lord has taught us to 
pray, lead us not into temptation; but if we go everx 
Sabbath to hear doctrines far more agreeable to our 
corrupt; nature, than the pure and humbling doc- 
trines of the goſpel, are we not putting ourſelves in a 
very dangerous ſituation? But we do not argue from 
probabilicy alone; Our Lord on one occafion warns 
his diſciples againſt going forth to ſee and to hear 
falſe prophets, Mat. xxiv. 26. and we do not find en- 
couragement from Scripture to adopt the practice 
on any occation, The apoſtle's words, 2 John, 10. 
11. are expreſs, “ If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your. 
houle, neither bid him God ſpeed: for Ne that biddeth 
him God ſpeed, is partaker of his evil deeds;” and do 
we not bid a man God ſpeed, or in other words, give 
bim countenance, nne to bear him? Suppo- 
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ſing we ſhould get no harmourſelves, are we not 1410. 
leading the ignorant, if we attend where error is 
preached? When we expect no inſt ruqtion, we 
are at leaſt loſing our time, If we ſes the dan- 
gerous tendeticy of the doctrines, and ſtill fit with 
ſeeming attention, pretending to join in the prayer 
of a man whom we cannot eſteem a Chriſtian, and 
in whoſe prayers are ſentiments directly oppoſite to 
our own, what is this but a folenin "mockery of 
God? Should we ſend: for a phyſician to our houfe, 
and lead others to think we were conſulting him, 
whilſt we were ſo ſatisfied-of his ignorante, that we 
would not cruſt ourſelves i in his hands, ſhould we be 
blameleſs, if others, relying on our ſuppoſed w_ 
nion of his ſkill, ſuffered from his mifm 
The caſes.are ſimilar, except that, in the one, _ 
the bodies of our brethren could ſuffer, but in the. 
other we might be the. means of NY co; Wy 
ſoul and body. 
We can allure thoſe who blame our condudt re- 
ſpeFing the miniſters againſt whom we xeſtified, that - 
it was the moſt unpleaſant ſervice we performed on 
the journey; and nothing but the confideration of 
its being an important duty: could have induced us 
to go through it. We could have no privat end 
in view, and would ſeriouſly requeſt our Chriſtian 
brethren who differ from us in opinion, to reconfi- 
der the ſubjet. How would they have adviſed us to 
have acted? Should we have ftatd away from church 
altogether, thus expoſing ourſelves to the charge of 
diſregarding public worſhip ? or ſhould we have 
heard'ſermons openly contradicting the goſpel with. 
out taking notice of what we had 5 ? In this 
way ſhould we not have hidden falſe teachers God 
ſpend, by pretending to join in the worſhip. . Thus 
indeed we ſhould have eſcaped oppoſition, but we 
could not have maintained a good conſcience. 


We can only ſay that it is our earneſt prayer 
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that thoſe miniſters. whoſe doctrines we condem- 
ned, may be led to ſearch the Scriptures, and that 
they may receive the Spirit of wiſdom and reve- 
lation in the Knowledge of Chriſt, We ſincerely 
deſire to ſee miniſters throughout the country ſo 
faithful and laborious, that lay-peonching may be- 
come leſs neceſſary. 

Another very. ſerious charge brought againſt us, 
is, that we endeavoured to diſturb — peace of the 
country. We know that preaching the goſpel has 
always had the effect of diſturbing. that Lalſe peace | 
in which the god of this — to keep his lub. 4 
jets. Thus the Lord tells us, he was not come to ſend: 
peace on earth, but a ſword, Mat. x. 34; although he 
preached the goſpel of peace. Inanſwer to anycharge 
of a ſeditious nature, we can only ſay, We ſpake 
publicly, in ſecret.we ſaid nothing.“ Let it be pro- 
ved, that our ſermons or private converſation, were 
political or ſeditious, and we refuſe not to ſuffer 
the puniſhment. we. deſerve. Our aim was not to 
make politicians, buf Chriſtians. The ſubjects on 
which we diſcourſed were: more important than po- 
litics, in as much as eternity is more important 
than time; It is worthy of remark, that ſedition 
has been from the beginning a charge againſt Chriſ- 
tians. The Lord himſelf was ſaid to be a ſtirrer 
up of the people, Luke xxin. 5, Paul was called a 
peſtilent fellow, and a mover of ſedition, Acts xxiv. 
5. Elijah a troubler of Ifrael, 1 Kings xvii 17. 
Our political creed. is ſhort; We hold ourſelves 
bound to be ſubject to the powers that be, not only 
for wrath / but for conſcience-ſake : To render to all 
their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom 
to whom cuſtom, fear to whom, fear, honour towhom | 
honour :. To pray for kings, and all i in authority; . 
and to lead quiet and peaceable lives, in al godli- 
neſs and honeſty... 

Some find fault with our preaching in the ſtreets, , 
and giving intimation 3 U. We found by. 

* 


„ * 2 
experience, that although ſome pious people might 
be offended by ſuch conduct, yet we had by far the 
moſt numerous congregations in the open air; and 

| befides, when we preached in a meeting-houſe, we 
found the bulk of the congregation were ſuch as 
heard the goſpel regularly. Our deſign was not ſo 
much to preach to Chriſtians as to thoſe who 
knew not the goſpel ; and we are perſuaded, more 
Were attracted 5 curiofity than were kept away 
by prejudice. Our ſtay in moſt places was neceſ- 
farily ſhort, and it would have been very difficult 
to have collected a congregation in any other way, 
than by the hand- bell, or drum. Many idle peo- 
ple were thus collected, and ſurely we eould not 
heſitate between perhaps _— the feelings of 
a few individuals, and loſing” an opportunity of 
preaching Chriſt to careleſs Grners, who probably 
would not have taken the trouble to enter a church. 
We have to acknowledge the goodneſs of God that 
we met with ſo little interruption, and that ſo 
much external decency was maintained by our 
hearers. Surely the precept, not to give offence to 
our brother does not apply here; it only reſpects 
| thiogs indifferent. Had it been applied to ſchemes 
of uſefulneſs hardly any would ever have been 
adopted; for almoſt 'm every caſe they have at firſt 
given offence even to Chriſtians. 
Some have blamed us for ſtaying too ſhort a time 
in one place. It muſt be obſerved our time was li- 
mited, and we are ſtill of opinion that it was more 
advantageous to make an extenſive cireuit, by which 
we might attain a general knowledge of the ftate of 
religion in the North, and likewife let the people 
throughout the country know what exettions were 
making by Chriſtians to ſpread the knowledge of 
the Savionr at home and abroad. In future itine- 
rancies it may probably be found advantageous to 
a in a ſmaller Ne Ad TT labour- 
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time in one 
Theſe ure ſams of ih abjeftions nge againſt 
us. We have endeavoured; fairly to meet them. 
Whether. we have anſwered them in a ſatisfaftory 
manner, it is not for us to determine. We are ful- 
ly perſuaded in our own minds, that, amidſt many 
imperfections, we : were, upon the whole, in the 
path of duty; and here we cannot but make 8 It 
mark, applicable not only to our own caſe, but to 
many other ſohemes: of uſefulneſs, That it would 
better become Chriſtians, where they have every 
reaſon to believe that their brethren are actuated by 
proper motives, to throw 2 vail of love over the er- 
rors of their conduct, than to endeavour to weaken 
their hands, by leading in the cry raiſed againſt them 
by the world. We mean not to claim any particu- 
lar indulgence: for ourſelves. But while we give 
full credit for uprightneſs of intention to thoſe who 
conſider the meaſures of their brethren to be danger» 
ous and diſorderly, we cannot approve their ſeeming 
defire to throw a ſlur on the whole of their conduct. 
A more ug taſk now remains for us, grate- 
fully ro acknowledge the Kindneſs of many of our 
brethren in Chrift during our 
particular places . where this N was ſhewp, 
would be injuſtice to others. We ſhall only ſay, 
we hope never to forget the affection we expe- 
rienced for the ſake of Jeſus, and we are fully 
warranted to expreſs our confidence, that he will 
richly overpay ſuch labours of love. Theſe were 
ſometimes more agreeable to us from being un- 
expected. Where we were taught to look y- bi- 
Er a y experienced the greateſt libera. 
affection; aud — 

2 of their charity before the churc 
could not but lead our minds to 
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ers may have an opportunity of ſponding a babe 
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to dawn, when Chriſtians ſhall agree to differ in leſſer 
matters, and ſhall cordially embrace in the arms of 
Chriſtian affection all who hold the head. Oh that all 
might more largely partake of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
and ſay one to another, Let there be no. ſtrife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee 3 for we be bre- 
" threw.” +/+ 

It gave us much uneaſineſs to ſee, that in every 
place more was not done for the of ſouls, even 
dy the Lord's people. We hardly found an inſtance of 
that zeal which leads many miniſters andothersin Eng- 


land to go to the neighbouring towns and villages, | 
proclaiming the joyful ſound, where the goſpel is 


not preached *®. Surely this would not diſgrace 
the miniſterial office. Had miniſters acted in this 
manner, the ſtate of the country might have been 
very different. We mean not however to reflect 
on the paſt, but to ſtir up our brethren for the 
time to come. Even among the Seceders, mini- 
ſters too often content themſelves with preaching 
on the Lord's day to their own people, While thou- 

ſands are periſhing in the neighbourliood for lack 
of knowledge. They may ſay, let them come to us: 

Our wandering about would nat be according to or- 
der. Had the apoſtles ſtaid at Jeruſalem, and ſaid fo, 
what would now have been our fituation? The Lord 
hath ſaid, “ Go to the high-ways and hedges, , and 
compel them to come in.” Let not miniſters be afraid 
leſt they degrade themſelves by obeying that com- 
mand, becauſe laymen are now preaching, Chriſt, 
ans of every deſcription ſhould always keepin mind 


z the ſaying of our Lord, He that humbleth hanſelf 


We are well aware, that this does not ariſe from want of nl 
alone, but from the order eſtabliſhed by the Seceders, as well as 
the National Church. But ſurely the order appointed by the great 
Head of the church is calculated to encourage, and not to prevent 
— for rouſing careleſs linuerss The order of any church that 

revents ſuch exertions is the ordinance of man. If the Engliſh diſ- 
'Tenters are diſorderly in this — we with to ſee a little of ſuch 
diſorder in this country, 


w 
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mall be exalted... Many excuſes may be found, fuck 
as the prejudices entertained Seceders, c. 
But has the attempt been made? At firſt there may 
be prejudice, and the hearers few; but perſeverance, 
by the bleſſing of God, will overcome prejudice. Ar 
miniſter might preach in ſome of the places in his 
neighbourhood two days in the week without in- 
terfering with or too 
much on the time for that ſtudy, which is neceſſa- 
ry to enable any petſon rightly to divide the word of 
God. Should miniſters act in this manner, there is no 
danger of their luſing the due to thofe wha 
labour in word and doctrine; but if by their conduct 
they appear to others to be ſeeking their own. cafe 
and dignity more than the Redeemer's honour, they 
have much reaſon to apprehend: they will ſoon loſe: - 
the reſpect to which they: have been accuſtomed, 
and which has in many inſtances ariſen from a lit. 
tle of the leaven of prieſt-oraft operating upon igno- 
rance and ſuperſtition, and not from that diſcriminat- 
ing regard due only to faithful miniſters of Chriſt, 
The Lord put his diſciples in mind, that he had been 
among them as one that ſerved, and ſurely the ſer - 
vant is not greater than his maſter. Let not 
then his miniſters an the preſent day be aſhamed td 
imitate his example, and that of one who was not 
ait behind the chiefeft of the apoſtles, who, though 


he was free from all men, yet made himſelf ſervant 


unto all, that he might rr more. 1 Cor. ix. 10. 
Some donbts have been expreſſed as to the pro- 
priety of publiſhing this journal. We do not ex- 
pet by the publication much worldly honour. But 
we defire to bear teſtimony to the Lord's faithful - 
neſs in that promiſe, . Lo I am with you always | 
even unto the end of the world. He bath given us. 
that ſupport and affiſtance which he knew to be ne · 
_ceflary, May he give us more and more a deep 
and aa N our viluaels, ras our utter 
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anworthineſs to be employed in his ſervice. | We 
alſo publiſh it, that, by a view of the low ſtate 'of 
| religion in many parts-of: the country, and of the 
willingneſs of the people to hear the goſpel, others 
may be excited and ue r — ane A 
lar journies. 
Me cannot conclude without ſerioully calling up⸗ | 
on our Chriſtian brethren to conſider, whether they 
are obeying or neglecting their Lord's command- 
ment, © Occupy till I come. Are they doing their 
utmoſt to ſpread the faine of Jeſus? Knowledge of the 
truth and opportunity are ſurely ſufficient.calls: for 
_ to, teſtify to others the goſpel of the grace of 
Whether they have opportunity of doing ſo 
woe many or to few, let them heartily embrace it, 
and let them not be terrifie though ſome of the ſons 
of Levi ſhould ſay, Ye take too much upon you. 
An inſpired apoſtle informs us, that if Chriſt was 
preached.he would rejoice although it were done of 
| envy and ſtrife: and ſurely he would much more 
have rejoiced, if men, to whom their brethren. can 
impute no ſuch motives, had preached Chriſt with- 
out a licenſe from men. Let Chriſtians remember 
who has ſaid, «© Whoſoever ſhall do and teach men 
his commandments ſhall be ber n in * Kings | 
dom of heaven. 1 R 
To thoſe who think we Would have ben more 
regularly ſeparated ſor the work, we can only ſay, 
we wanted no commiſſion or authority, but we had 
the prayers of many of our brethren. We are per- 
ſuaded we experienced the benefit. of theſe prayers ; 
and now we requeſt, that they would join in grate- 
ful praiſes to the Lord for his goodneſs towards us: 
May the ſeed ſown yield an abundant; harveſt, and 
may his abundant grace, through the Guakipying 
of many, redound to the glory of God } 
We ſhould have been happy to have given a more + 
full account of the ſtate of the country ; but the 
ſhortneſs of our ſtay i in moſt * prevented this z 


= 
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ind we; wiſhed as much as poſſible to avoid giving 


wretched ſtate. of the country in reſpect of religion, 
and the neceflity of Chriſtians uſing the utmoſt exer- 
tions may be ſeel. Would God that while his 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world might learn righteoufneſs ; that both rich 
and poor in this/ country might be humbled under 
the mighty hand of God, might hear him in his 
providence calling on them to repent; and to bring 
forth fruits: meet for repentance! This would in- 


deed be a token for good; but while ſo much vice 


and impiety prevail in the land, there is too much 
reaſon to fear the execution of that awful threaten- 


ing, * Shall T not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the — 
Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be avenged.on ſuch a nation 


as this?? | 


Let the Lord's people cry mightily to him to bleſs | 
the attempts which have been made, and are ſtill ma- 


king, to ſpread. the knowledge of Jeſus throughout 
the world. Let their utmoſt exertions accompany 
their prayers, that the time may ſoon come, when 


the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the: 
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Lord as the waters cover the ſea.” * 
r > ef Ol CTCIROTST 
4 81. „Aux. 
- J. Rats. < 


P. 8. Since writing the above, we are told that 


we have been accufed of preaching againſt eſtabliſh. . 
ments. We neither preached- for nor againſt them, 


but endeavoured to preach the gofpel. We gene- 
rally mentioned that when at home we heard the 
goſpel in the eſtabliſhed church; and when we knew 
that in any place they enjoyed a faithful goſpel mi- 


niftry in the eſtabliſhment, we warned the people a- | 


gaĩnſt miſimproving ſo high a privilege. It is impoſ- 
ſible for us to gueſs at all the objections made againſt 
us; but we have ſtated them fairly, and endeavour- 


ed to anſwer them fully, ſo far as we know them. 


hearſay intelligence; '-From what we have ſaid, the 
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truth and opportunity are ſurely ſufficient calls: for 
them to, teſtify to others the tofpel of the grace of 


God. Whether they have opportunity of doing ſo 
to many or to few, let them heartily embrace it, 


and let them not be though ſome of the ſons 


of Levi ſhould ſay, Te take too much upon you. 


An inſpired apoſtle informs us, that if Chriſt! was 


he would rejoice although i it were done of 


envy and ſtrife : and ſurely he would much more 


have rejoiced, if men, to whom their brethren can 


impute no ſuch motives, had preached Chriſt with- 


out a licenſe from men. Let Chriſtians remember 


who has ſaid, Whoſcever ſhall do and teach men 


his commandments thall * e the king- 
dom of heaven“. d e icht 
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the prayers of many of our brethren.  -We are per- 


ſuaded we experienced the benefit: of theſe prayers; 
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ful praiſes to the Lord for his goodneſs:towards us: 
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may his abundant grace, through the e 
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are in the earth, the inhabitants: of the 


and poor in this/ country might be humbled under 
the mighty hand bf God, might hear him in his 
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forth fruits: meet for repentance! This would in- 
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but endeavoured to preach the gofpel. We gene- 
rally mentioned that when at home we heard the 
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We have had occaſion to mention in our jourtiah, 


that we diſtributed pamphlets as we went along. 
As it is poſſible their tendency may be miſ 
ed, we have ſubjoined a liſt of them that the pubs» 
lic _— have an opportunity of examining their cun- 

The liſt may alſo be ufeful to thoſe, who 
are prey hiens of —— — endeavouring to call the 
attention of their fellow- men to the great concerns 
of eternity. The pamphlets may be had very cheap, 
and by the bleſſing of God, this may be a means of 
awakening ſome careleſs ſinners, who neither hear | 


the goſpel in public nor in private. Chriſtians 


would do well to provide themſelves with a few 


ſuch tracts when walking in the fields, or going on 


= journey. A perſon may be induced to read hat 
he gets from a ſtranger, who would not take that 
trouble if given him by a pious relation. The time 
is ſhort ; ſouls are periſhing; and Chriſtians ought 
to embrace every opportunity of warning their 
brethren to flee from the wrath to come. | 
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Addreſs to Strangers, , - 4 4000 
Affectionate Addreſs on the importance of. | 

Religion, - 3000 


Friendly Advice to all whom it may concern, 5000 
An Account of the Converkion of a Negro, 2000 
'Poor Joſeph, PER 2000 
Affectionate Addreſs to young Chriſtians, 150 


Regulations for Sabbath Schools, copied from 


the Milionary 1 for May 1797» | 250 


Copier of the above may be had at the Printing, Ur 
| 41 _—_— Head of and; Wynd. 
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re he.! " to ſand wiſhoosries. 
they. had, na ed of any Juch there, 
ing, -however, after we bad 
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without, and not having heard of this plate ſooner.” 


tributed pamphlets. A man came to ns after ſermon 
apparently much under the power pf SSR | 
2 


much in need of tile goſpel! Rcbordin ee 


tended. Arrived at Kerrymuif ado vine o'clock 3 | 


27 niſter preached rio | 1 John biz. 8. The ſermon dick 
not appear-to us 


ject of it was to 3 the Bon of God came in- 
to the world to inſtruct and etiable men iy Seto, 


F not ain watch 


Prevthed in the fame" place next morning, ud df. 


45 bad been fo, we were informed, for a 


tion We eee AY that "wt nh 


termined to ſpend next day, (bein the Lord's day), ,* 
in that place, rather than at Forfar, zs We had in- 


. 


and although the Lord's ſupper was to be diſpenſec 


next day, we found a large market. place quite exowd. - 
ed with” idle people, We informed them, there 
would be ſermon next morning at = 30 &*lock, ane. 


in the evening, whieh at once emed to excite. ſur- 


KH priſe and detiſion. Tuey tr eated: us, however, , with 


more reſpect, on our giving them ſome Pamphlets, 


and ſome of them followed us into che ian, with .. 


fag view of learning ga 85 oY os Logs Vers our 
| intentions. n - 


Lord's da Fuby 1. Freche ie the moriing r, 1 


8 0 clock in the market. place to upwards of 200 peo 


ple. Went to church, and heard ſermon. Fhe aſt: . 


tidings to finners. The ob- 


the works of the devil? He repreſented the 
as à conttact W * of vm the 


| 0 4⁰ 7 | 

cop himſelf to God by his repentance, Which, 
be conſidered, and was taught to conſider, us we 
had heard from their miniſter, as the equitable icon» 
dition upon which God would be:; reconciled to 
him. Endeavouted to ſhey the.. inconfiſlency of 
this do&rine wirh the Soripture account uf man's 
being naturally dead in treſpaſſes and (fins; and 
the vanity of all thoſe hopes Which were not 
founded upon che complete atonement of the Lord: 
eius Cbeid. Told che people plainly, that What 
they had heard was nor the goſpel, and e them 
to ſearch; the ſcriptures: for themſelves, me 
at the ſame time, that our only mated e 
theſe obſervations, was love to their immortal 
ſouls, 'whoſe final e were convinced 

ech upon their belief or rejection of the goſpel,” A 
to their miniſler, weicould have no ill Will, at Bim, 
but, on the conttary, finde rely prayed ta God, that 
he might ies m ee to the acknowledg- 


** 


ment of.: truth. * = Nn 1 4% Pl 8 8: 
On the. fame ages as went td Fane Hehe: Y. 
at the.croſs.. with three perſons, 


who at feſt ſtood: he tion hows. 
er increaſed to 100. Rp 26 he even- 
ing to about 300, VE were very attentive 
July 17. Preached at Kerrymuir; at ſeven o'clock. 
in the morning, to about 400 people; many of whom 
had come from the country, having been hearers the! 
evening before. CWame to Forfar, where wepreack« 
ed in the ſtreet: to a very attentive: con 10. 
Heard with much regret that infidel principles had 
gained confiderable: in this place, and tpok 
oceaſion to warn then n of Rea- 
Bo... which we underſtood PP ESE 5 
mongſt them. 41a 1898 19 N $2499 
Lame forward to Vrockio, „ be, 28 
clock, 4a Jour Vl neo e the: 


teln 
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ground chat ey bad. Already 59 of f it 
in Monttoſe. Und. n out 
towen- hall Had been Axen to, 
called Quakers, foon, ater. 
were Kindly — Wit 
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the ne * 7 
— the 59 res bo . | 
read, in ——— of Seer to che Doe or ge 
factory, at a xgr EANLY P87! | 
neglected to by their eee 4 5 
qu the Lord's: day: a circumilance FE 
reader the Onio gxpreſieg abaxe pf +. 7 2 25 Ri 
of he. gaſpel 1 doubtful. If true, at mat 
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any which remarked. There ure here two Epiſaws 
pal chapels. The pariſh chpred i is about the Gm 
of "Jul mile 1 riery town. wi 
uly 22. in the! an evenly | 

in the College -court, Old Aberdeen 2 
mon by the drum for next evening, 93 day}, 
in the College-cloſe, New- Town. 3 
Tord day, July 23. Preached in thojndedloyin 
Gilkomſton and the Old-Town.” Went to one of the 
Magiſtrates, upon —— ing information by the difi- 
cer that they were diſp aſed at our intimating ſer- 
mon by thę drum los their knowledge. He 
enquired whether we were preachers ? To this we 
| anſwered in the affirmative.” He expreſſed a fear of 

- pur preaching ſedition, We obſerved to him, that 
the very circumſtance of our giving ſuch public in- 


timation might ſatisfy him that we had no intention 


of this kind. Told him chat we alſo diſtributed 
pamphlets, of which, if he was deſirous of ſeeing 
them, we would ſend hin a ſet. He ſaid this would 
be very proper, and accordingly a copy of each was 
ſent Mm. Waited alſo upon the Profeſſors; who beha- 
ved with much civility.” We now learned that we bad 
done wrong in giving intimation of fermon in the 
| College- cloſe without conſulting the Profeſſors, but 
this was dwing entirely to miſinformation. Ia the 
evening one preached at Gitkomſton, (a place where 
the goſpelis greatly needed), another in a in 
Aberdeen, and the third in the College-eloſe to u 
great multitude, ho almoſt trod upon each other. 
The people behaved with the greateſt decency and 
thewed much attention. Took notice, at the 
ning of our diſcourſe at Gilkomſton, of the objec- 
tions made by ſome perſons againſt the means em- 
Th yed for Ending the goſpel abroad, from the con- 
-  ideration of the great 1gnoTance rance that prevailed” in 
| fo many parts at home. A perſon after ſermon 
told us that a ee in x this neighbourhood * 


andy: have bers — — the goſpel 
dere no — UI} 45 


— 7 « At > 772 1 


pamphlets, and then left Aberdeen Je muſt. give 
much pleaſure to the friends of thetguth to learn that 


within theſe ſive 8 feveral faithful goſpel mini- 
ſters have bome to this city. The churches in con- 


ſequence are much better nad, and we heard, 
with a mixture of joy and 
ple, eſpecially in e . 


eee 2 


could in the places of 
where it is preached; May the Lord ſoon ſay to that - 
Parese e TITLE car. 
thy ſtakes.!* They have 
under the direction of the miniſters and 
but from the behaviour of the children upon At. 
miſſion, which we were informed was very tumul- 
tuous, there ſeems reaſon to fear that they are at- 
tended wich little benefit... We were ſorry to un- 


derſtand that much of a 9 ene 
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Town, ati k Sem and Old- Town. -Diſtributed ot 
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the whole journey. 


ham. „ 
of one f Wann enen, N 
Came to Ellop, Preached in the evening gu 
morning, and then came forward to Peterhegd;. 
Sent immediate intimation of ſermon, and reach · 
ed, about two hours. after; our arrival, from a 
tewn-houſe ftairs, to à congregntion of about 600 
perſons. Preached in the morning before our de- 
parture to about 350. The ſtate of religion in this 
Place we underſtand to be very low. | Tx or three 
individuals came to us after ſermon, expre 
regret that we bad ſaid aathing xeſpeRing aur re- 
tum to chem. An Antiburgher congregation haz 
been. lately formed here, where we hahe the golpe 
1s preached: There are alſo enen 
of worſhip: . 1 0 * * n. 
July 6. Arrived at Rate ergb ke . 
Preachedto one. of the moſt-careleſs and ungancernn 
ed cofigrega:ians that we had ſeen, or did ſee, upon 
Intimated ſermon far nest 
morning at ſeren o'clock. Nobody. appearing, We 
delayed till nine. Went to the.crafs, her 38 
preached: ' One man only was, ꝓraſent Wen 
went out; in a little while, however, nearly. 100 al> 
| ſembled, of whom not above ane ar two joined us in 
We found: ia awoſt places, chat the people: 
declined joining with us in the finſt plalm ; ut ge 
nerally a. good man joined in che Jaft;; in Ahie 
place, however, they goined in -ugither, Hf dba 
town we apprebend it may juſtly be ſſaid. the ear 
of God is not in it. The truth. is, ia many pants of 
this. country, the people enjoy no other m., of 
religious inſtruction, than barely hearing 8 ſenmmon 
ann e 
N Ut ieee ee ee 1:4 jonny 8 
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perm dn the poor Africans 1n the hve e 75 . 1 beep 


pleaſed to crown their lahpurs with very conkderable ſucceſs. See 
1 — No. 2. 5. 
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which often is; „ n do their beſt, ua Lend ag x 
accept them for Chriſt's” fake. This ſerves ut 
e the 8 — 
throughout à grrat part of not 0 
religion, but even to morals; for the fountain bei 
thus corrupted, it is 50 Lr that the | 

can be pure. 3 i 
Left Fraſesburgh; ua e 
town, named Ro „ a mile or two out af the 
road, we ſwent thither and preached.” When ſend- 


ing a lad through the village to warn the , we 
mentioned as an inducement to their -c 7 * 
we would give tliem ford. pamphlers- The Jand- 


lady faid;” ſuppoſed! theſe would be upon the 
ſtate vf the nation. When we told het that they 
reſpected the late of people's fouls, "the ſeemed 
quite upputied,” and inftintly left as. Came en, 
through 2 hilly country” to Banff; where we did not 
urive till eleven'o'dvck ar nights 2 oe, 
July 28. After public intimation, one preached” 
in the Relief meeting, Banff; another at a village 
in the neighbourhood. IT ITT EIS HIST TR * 
July 29. Preached-in"the morni et the Battery 
Green, and then ſeparated for the day; one _ 
remained at Banff. another went” te > and. - 
the third to Cullen; at all of which places; we 
preached on the Saturday evening; and . 
the Lord's day, as well as once ut che | 
joining Bauff. As | rhe pariſh* miniſter at Shes 
did not precch}- the one who femuined there 
heard ſermon in the Relief meeting. At Cullen, 
heard the miniſter two diſcourſes from | 
Cor. xv. 19. If in this life only we have hope 
in Chriſt, dane are of all men moſt The 
preacher "aid, that men, in becoming Chriſtians, 
certainly did. renounce: much pleafute in a. preſent. 
life barge the future would i abundantly compen: 
ſate for what he ſeemed, from the tenor. of, W di 
wurſe to "reckon a r The, 
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n of Chrittianity in this ſermon, were al | 
conſidered as future, and nothing but miſery its at- 
tendant in à preſent ſtate. Preached immediately 
upon the diſmiſſion of the congregation. As, the 
| ſermon which had been preached a ppeared to ug 
likely to excite averſion to Chriſtianity, endeavour- 
ed, in oppofition to it, to ſtate the doctrine of Scrip- 
ture, that 4 godlineſs is profitable unto al things, 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, as well 
as of that which is to come,“ together with the, de- 
_ claration of Chriſt, <; My! ons 1s 2 45 wth my 
burden light.“ 1718137 

Religion appears at- . ll theſe Ss” to be at py 
low. ebb. There is at Bauff à Relief congrega- 
tion, who are bleſſed with /# zealous and faithful ; 
miniſter, and amongſt whom are ſome, we hope, | 
who love the Lord Jeſus Ohriſt. They Form but 
2 ſmall proportion, however, of the inhabitants, 
of whom, as we were ſorry to learn, multitudes 
were in the habit of attending a band of muſic, 
which occupied the Battery Green, for a couple: of 


daours every Lord's day evening. It is but juſtice 


to ſay, that on the evening we were there, the com- 
manding - officer intermitted the parade, that the 
ſoldiers might have an e of N N _ 
0M. e | 
A former, miniſter of this: town publiſhed: a cate» . 
ehiſm, i in which he openly avowed. Socinian prisci- 
ples, and his ——— had made con- 
fiderable; progr the people“. There is 
here a ſmall — MathoAifls, and a Roman 
Catholic — and prieſt. The Catholies 
here, as in ſome other parts of the North, are ſaid 


to be upon the inereaſe partly owing to che zeal of 


The followi g are a fewof the queſtions con contained in tf cate- 
okiſm. In Part III. O. I it difficult to practiſe hat God requires 
, of us in the New. T t? A. Far from it, if we begin in time, 
and · before bs have contracted bad habits: But if we ſuffer any 
bad * row upon us, it will be difficult then to do the con- 

ich is the worſt . habits?” A. A kediver oo 
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eie Se g ih cer tdi chin. [There 
is alſo. here an Epiſcopal 


Fache Met at Cullen and Wer prezching and 
diſtributing blets as uſual, went on to a- 
bers, ( 4 e in the neigbourhood at Gordon 
cle This place is notorious for as laxity of 

morals and indifferænee to religion! Of theſe we 
aw evident tokens, in the careleſſneſs and indiffers 
ence of thoſe to whom we. preached. HOT 
| Auguſt 1. Arrived at Elgin. The a D 
and miniſters here prohibited the belkman-from 
giving intimation of ſermon; but though public ao- 
tice was p ted, ſome friends of the truth were 


abundantly aQive, and at the appointed hour we had 
a congregation of about 600 perſons, to whom we 


preached in the ſreet from the ſteps of W 
Preached again in the morning. 

Some time ago a. report had gone abroad; chat 
the Socinian Catechifm formerly: mentioned had been 
recommeuded by one of the-quniſters, to be taught 
in the grammar ſchool of Elgin. At a public es- 
mination.” in the yeat 1795 or 1996, a miniſter of 


the preſbytery, who 27 — the goſpel, propoſed, 
that the children ſhould. ined as to their ac. 
quaintance with the Short echiſm.. This pro- 


polab, Arbon aeg wee dite 


dleneſs. Was eſpe Chriſt? The phet *Y 
the c% Re mankind 7 4-Th een the wot] 


What did ſeſus Chriſt dp to take mem out of their miſerable con- 
dition? A. To prove his divine miſſiun, and engage the attention of | 
mankind, he wronyht many 12 to ſuch as came to Ard | 
him he proclaimed the mercy of God ſor their paſt fins, provie ded _ 
they would forſake then; and become his difciples. Such as be- 
came his diſciples, he inſtructed in all che duties which} God te- 
quired of them, and to all who ſhould perſevere to the end in hs 
performance, of theſe duties, he prataiſed | eternal life. Q. In wha 
reſpects was Jeſus Chriſt ce Ota prophets who came be 

him? A. In 7 5 example, in che purity of his pre- 
tepts, and in; 4 importance of the motives by which he enſor- 
ced them!” We beard, and we hape it may be true, that the Au- 
tho! of this catechiſm upon his deaith-bed deſired that all the c- 
pies ſhould be GP and deſtroyed. 


tai 


abe Gendtal Aſſembly, uns keenlf-oph 
er by ry of the miniſters aof Elgin, who coalider. 
ed the Shorter Catechiſid as an improper bac for 
Faung people: An [altercation enfued, which Was 
put an end te, hy the. Provoſt N eee, 

; Catechiſm to be taught in future 

There is in Elgin s chapgb af rate and; os Aa- 
tiburg bet congregation where: the golpelſis preach. 
ed. "There art nn Burghers beyond Aberdeen, 
222 There is a Sabbath evening-fchool, under the care of 
2 pious young: man, which ity hoped is doing good. 
Aa 2. Came to Forres, and/preached. at the 
| groſs to about 800 people. 1Saw/a woman in auch. 
diſtreſs of miod, but; exidertly under the Lord's 
teaching. Came to: Auldearn;. (where we under: 

ee amine „ 
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rat the teport 0 ne” being — ene peu, xl 0 55 Mo 
At the ſame-time; the Edit Ds re, the ancori | 
ſiſtency of a miniſter of the . oo Tee, objecting. 10 
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'niſter being letried at Elgin, the other miniſter app to the | 
2 era tor the uſe of un empty church to pee Woe — 
half of | bs 
1 This Was g gratrred. The people 
2 rencher, one and dete ty Here 
| t Ritl continues to Beep ed in Elgin. weber Na e 
ft however, wer thee e do de 
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years paſt), and preached. Were happy to hear, 
that the goſpel was. nqw preached in an Berg 
er congregation in the p 

Auguſt 3. Came to Nairn, and 8 in the 
evening and next morning to about 600 people, 
each time in the ſtreet. Met with a moſt affection- 
ate reception here from ſome friends of the goſpel, 
of the Antiburgher congregation. The intereſts of 
Chriſt's kingdom ſeem to flouriſh in this congrega- 
tion. They have 2 monthly meeting, where Chri- 
ſtians of different denominations join in prayer for 
the ſucceſs of the goſpel, and for a bleiſiug u 
thoſe exertions which are making by the deren 
Miſſionary Societies. They — alſo a Sabbath- 
evening School under the care of ſome of their mem- 

bers. 
Auguſt 4. Went to Fort George in the hope of 
being allowed to preach to the ſoldiers. U pon 
application being made to the Governot he decli- 
ned granting us liberty, alleging that he never 
heard of ſermon in any fort on a week day. He 
ſaid we might preach on the Sabbath, According- 
ly one remained and preached on that day in the 
fort, and twice each day on Saturday and the Lord's 
day at Campbelltown, (a village adjoining the fort), 
where we had alſo i Wh on Friday evening, the 
4th inſt. 

Auguſt 5. Two went farwhnd to Inverneſs. On 
our way thither, met numbers of people returning 
from hearing ſermon, (being the Saturday previous 
to the ſacrament), who had come from places ten, 
twelve and fiteen miles diſtant, to hear ſome faithful 
miniſters who aſſiſt on thoſe occaſtons. | 

Lord's day, Auguſt 6. Preached in the morning 
at eight o'clock, on a hill adjoining the towns; 
in the ſtreet at one, and at four and ſeven o'clock in 
the evening, to very large congregations, from I 500 
t0:2000 perſons. 
| E 


Pang: 


Aug! 7. preached morning and evening in the 
ſtreet to very great multitudes. Had a 
with ſome friends, who formed themſetves into 2 
Society for ereQing Sabbath-evening ſchools, This 
Society has ſince eſtabliſhed three ſohools in Inver- 

neſs, all of which are well attended. 

; Having heard while at Elgin, that a flv wes ſoon 
to be held at Kirkwall, at which there were uſu- 
- ally great numbers of people from the different iſles 
of Orkney; and having alſo heard of the deplora- 
ble ſtate of many of thoſe flands from the want 
ol religious inſtruction, we reſolyed that two of us 
ſhould embrace the opportunity of going /thithey 
with the merchants from Elgin, and then return 
through. Caithneſs, Sutherland, and -Roſsſhires to 
Inverneſs, in which, place and neighbaurhood we 
thought it moſt adviſable for one to ay and bDour, 
till the otheg two ſhould return. Accordingly af- 
ter preachill$ on Tueſday morning to about 500 
people, who hood all the time though it rained, we 
left Inverneſs on our return to Elgin. Came to 
Nairn, where we preached in the evening to about 
700 perſons from the town” houſe: ſtairs. Our 
friends told us, they had -had a miſſionary<prayer- 
meeting the evening before. This meeting, a8 has 
been mentioned, is held monthly. The members 
without reſpect of party engage in prayer, and of- 
fer obſervations on the preſent appearances of God 
in behalf of the heathen, with the probable effects 
of theſe upon the ſtate. of religion at home. Were 
thankful to learn, that the object of our journey 
had been the means of exciting their zeal, and that, 
when it was the ſubject of converſation at their 
meetings, they had Wc tokens of the divine pre- 
ſence. 

Auguſt 9. Preached at Nairn to about 5.50, at 
Auldearn ta zoo, and at Forres to 450, and then 
came on to Elgin, where we arrived late in the-c e- 
vening. b 
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Auguſt 10. Preached in the ſtreet to about 700 
in the morning at nine o'clock, and to about 100 
ia the evening. The audiences, ns in every place 
between this and Inverneſs, were very attentive. 
Augaft 11. Left Elgin and came to Brughhead, 
where a good many of our friends from and 
the people of the * aſſembled, to whom we 
preached. We then embarked for Kirkwall. - Seve - 
ral of our /brethren/acoomipartied us to the boat and 
bade us fare well, moſt affeftionately commending us 
to the grace and care of the Lord Jeſus. Sailed witb 
a fair wind, It fell calm in the afternoon, and the 
wind ſeemed likely to hecorne foul, Hut by the kind 
neſs of providence a fh and briſk gale fyrung-up, 
which brought us ſafely Into Scalpa Bay, about a 
mile from Kirkwall, by eight dock next morning, 
The merchants who Peiguted the boat, and the 
failors in general, beha ved to us with much kind- 
neſs ; und, as vrt preſumed from reſpect to us, 
made = law, that whoever ſhould ſwear an oath, 
| hould' receiv corporal puniſtnent, which they 
occaſionally cartied into execution. Predched in he 
boat on the | Friday Evening. They liſtened with 
much atrention; 'and frequently attended MATELY 
during our ſtay at Kirkwall.:| 
12. Arrived at Kirkwall. Were providen- 
tially directed to a friend of the truth, who tecerv- 
ed us with much kindneſs. | Intimated ſermon by - 
the bell at balf ſix in the evening in the Palaces. 
cloſe, where we preached to à congregation of a- 
bout 800 perſons. This is à ſquare formed by a 
large and ancient edifice' on the ſouth, ſuppoſed 
to have been the palace of ſome of the Norwegian 
kings, and on the north by anther, termed the 
Biſhop's palace. On the eaſt is the church of gt 
Magnus, and on the weſt it is bounded by a wall. 
It is capable probably of containing ten or twelve 
thouſand perſons. n heard that there had 


' — 
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been only two or three ſermons preached in the iſ. 
land of Shappinſhay, a fe miles diſtant from Kitk- 
wall, ſrom the time of the laſt General Aſſembly 
that their miniſter had left them, we reſolved that 
one of us ſhould ſpend the Lord's da; in that iſland, 
while the other remained in Kirkwall. The mini. 
ſter of Shappinſhay was at this tiene detained in 
Edinburgh, as an evidence in a trial; but it is well 
- Enown to be the practice of miniſters from that 
country, to take r r at the nime 
of the General Aſſembly. fo > 
Before procegding further in the account of our 
are we ſhall here offer à few remarks on the 
former and preſent religious ſtate of Orkney. The 
iſlands of according to our information, 
which is rendered &rongly credible by what we bo- 
tnally witneſſed, have been for a period beyond the 
memory of any man livihg, ( in one or 
two ſolitary inſtances), as much in need of the true 
goſpel of Jeſus: Chriſt, ſo far as reſpects the preach- 
ing of it, as any of the Hands of the Pacific! Ocean. 
Many of the pariſhes comprehend two or three 
different iſlands.” In Sach of theſe, the miniſter 
ſhould preach occafionally ; but owing to the want 
of churches, or rather to the churches being in 
want of repair, as well as to the occafiongl trou- 
ble and difficulty of croſſing the friths'which:inter- 
ſect theſe iſlands, to ſay nothing of the want of zeal, 
many of the Hehe es their paſtor; but ſeldom in 
the courſe of the year. It is a fact, that ĩn ſome caſts 
where there are two iſlands in a pariſh; or two pa- 
riſhes annexed in one iſland, and a church in repair 
only in one of them, the miniſter preaches in it the 
on: Sabbath, but the next, when it falls to the turn 
of the other iſland or pariſh, he neither preaches 
there, nor in his other WE Os 1 2 it 25 ad- 
join his manſe. | 


/ 
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It can give no ſurpriſg to thoſe who know tlie 


goſpel; and are acquainted with that enmity and op- 
poſition which the human mind naturally bears to 
its humiliating doctrines, to learn that the ſermons 
of ſuch paſtors do not contain glad tidings to per- 


iſhing finners. At the ſam@time, one would think 


that the moſt inconſiderate could ſcarcely fail to be 
ſtruck with the ſtrange inconſiſtenoy of teaching o- 
thers that they will be ſaved by a diligent diſcharge 


of the duties of their ſtation, while they themſelves 
| ſo opealy negle&.their own. The manners and 


conduct of the people, as in every other place, are 


corrupted in a due proportion to their ignorance of 


the goſpel,” and to no part in Orkney, as we learn, 
did this remark more juſtly apply, than it did about 


five or fix years ago to Kirkwall, where, excepting. 


two or three individuals, the great body of the 


people were utter ſtrangers to the doctrine of juſti= 


fication by faith in the death and reſurrection of 
Chriſt, without works. It pleaſed God, however, 
in the riches of his grace, to look down with ten- 
der compaſſion upon the deplorable ſituation af this 
place, and to ſend them help out of his holy heaven. 
A native of Orkney, who had been apprentice to a 


pious tradeſmen in Kirkwall, went to- Neweaſtle, 


where he attended with profit the miniſtry of Mr 
Graham, the Antiburgher. He returned to Kirk- 
wall, and having experienced the benefit of religious 
ſociety in the ſouth, upon finding another perſon of 


views ſimilar io his own, be propoſed a weekly meeting 


for prayer. and religious fellowſhip. This was im- 


mediately formed. One aud another, whoſe minds 


it pleaſed God, by means of converſatiori or read- 


ing books which were put into their hands, to bring 
under impreſſions of the infinite worth of their im- 


mortal ſouls, . were added to their little meeting. 


Their numbers continued from time to time to in- 
began ſeriouſly to feęl 


creaſe, Theſe. perſons now 
| 1 
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their ſtate of 3 wich regard to religious pri- 
vileges. They found it was a yoke which they 
were not able to bar, and therefore determined, look- 
ing up to God for bis countenance, to open a ſub- 
fcription for erecting a place of worthip, where 22 
might enjoy the bleſſiug of the preaching of the 
pel. Their means were indeed but very flender, and 
appeared little likely to aecompliſſ — end eſpecial y 
in the view of that oppoſition, with which they knew 


muſt contend. - Bat he, whoſe glory it is to 


chuſe the weak things of this world to confound 
the mighty, 
half, and they were enabled both to begin and to 
finiſh a houſe for the worſhip of God. They then 


applied to the Antiburgher Synod for a miniſter to | 


preach to them. A miniſter was accordingly ſent, 
and others ſucceſſively fince that time, all of. whoſe 


labours appear to have been remarkably bleſſed, | 
Many who were living altogether careleſs of divine 
things, fince the goſpel was preached in the New 


Church, as it is called, have been brought under 
ſerious concern,- and give good evidence by their 
conduct, that they are paſſed from death unto life, 
and ſome who wow avowed enemies have become 
the friends of the cauſe. The Lord appears evi- 
dently to have been preparing a people in this place 
for himſelf ; and it ® remarked, that fince the time 
that this uncommon concern hath been excited, 4 
very conſiderable external reformation has taken- 
place, even amongſt.thoſe who do not appear to be 
under the influence of the truth. That the Lord's 
arm hath been made bare in behalf of theſe deſtitute 
ifſes, in no common way, will appear from the fact, 
that two hundred perſons were admitted to the 
Lord's ſupper, upon the firſt celebration of that or- 
dinance in the New Church, in July laft, after a 
ſtrĩct and individual examination, in which the mi- 
uiſters enjoyed, as we are mel, much. ſativfae-- 


appeared moſt eminently in their be- 


e 
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tion.  Seferiil ditb, were kept icky ef whom gen 
When the cireumſtance juſt 


hopes are entertainet. 
ſtated is contraſted with the ſitustion of Kirk wall 


may well exclath with. joy and 
hath-God:w 1» 4 The wilderneſs hath truly 


rejoiced ; it hath bleſſomed as the roſe. The Lord's 


= _ 7 e een 
is his car heavy: Mat it cannot hear. © bee 


This new church met at firſt with coaderable 


oppoſition.® Much inſluenee was uſed to deter ſueh as 
were in dependent circumſtances from 


In conſequence, however, of a threat 
of the members to lay before the public an account 
of the proceedings of their moſt active opponents, 


they became much leſs violent, and now the n. 


gregation comparati 


vely enjoys peace. 
Lord's day, Augnff 13. Preached in the 


to between 1200 or 1300 perſons. Went to as | 


A church and heard ſermon by a neigh» 


ere Job xxviii. 28. * Behold the - 
—＋ the Lord that is wiſdom.” The whole of 


the fear of the Lord and of religion he comprehended 
in the diſcharge of the ſocial duties, of which the 
— that he infiſted upon, was honeſty in their deal 
ings with each. other. | This was the only way, he 
tad, by which man could recommend himſelf to the 
— of God. The name of the 
was not once mentioned in the whole ot the ſermon. 
Indeed, upon the plan of it, chere was no need of 
his interpoſition. ------Had the happineſs to hear the 
goſpel preached in the afternoon in the Antiburgher 
meeting. The houſe is unfortunately too ſmall : it 
cannot accommodate all the hearers, It may hold 
about 00 people. In the evening preached to abopt 
zoo hearers, from Pilate's delle John xviii. 38. 
4 What is truth?” Endeavoured, at conſiderable 


length, mai. comet what. had 


but four or five years fince, the friends of Chriſt 
% What 
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us Chriſt 
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been preached in the forenoon, with tlie truth as i 
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is in jeſus Chriſt. Referred to the penances of the 


Church of Rome, and obſerved that on account of 


adding theſe to the atonement-of Chriſt, as tlie dada. 
ee of hope, it had been denounced by the C 
of Scotland, as the mother of abommations. Toe 


notice that every miniſtgr' ackn owledged. this, 


when he ſigned the Confeſſion of faith, and then aſk- 
ed, whether teaching men to tryin their own ho- 


: neſty, without regard to Ghrilf at all, was not equal- 
ly, if not more groſs, than any of the doctt ines of 


the Romiſh church? It was truly gen pct re- 
mark the concern of thoſe who loved the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and who no doubt recollected the huſks 


upon which they had formerly fed, on hearing that 
his name had not been mentioned, in a ſermon ad- 


dreſſed to periſhing men. They gave a mouruful 
ſhriek, ſuch as we ſhould conceive perſons. to give 


upon ſeeing, a fellow. creature receive the fr oke of. 
_ Le | 

F ieably © un ee one bf. us went | 
to Sbappin (a boat being ſent by the people). 
Preached — by the ſea- ſide to about 500 people, 
who were very: attentive. After ſermon went to 


| ſee an old man, -ninety-two years of age, confined to 


bed. Found him hardly able to ſpeak, but quite 
ſenſible. Aſked him, if he knew what was to be ⸗ 
come of him after death? He ſaid he. was very ig- 
norant, could not read, but had ſometimes. prayed to 
God. On being aſked, whether he knew any thing 
of Chriſt ? he acknowledged his entire 1gnorance. 

Preached the goſpel to aſp declaring that now the 
Lord was waiting to racious; and that if he 
believed what * word 4 God teſtified of bis guilt 
and miſery, and of the perſon and work of Chriſt, 
whoſe divine character we particularly inſiſted upon, 
he ſhould be ſaved. He ſeemed much affected, and 


graiped. the ſpeaker eagerly by the hand. He * 
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to God for the pardon of his fins; and being inform- 
ed that his prayers could only be heard througn 
Jeſus Chriſt, who came to ſave the very chief of ſin- 
ners, he and 


called upon the Saviour for merey 
repentedly exclaimed, I believe, I Believe. This re- 
called ftrongly to our mind the caſe of the blind man, 
who, as ſoon as he knew the Son of God, worſhip- 
ped him. Viſkeed alſo #wroman, who had been long 
ill, and whoſe affliftion appeared to have been great- 

ly bleſſed to her. She expreſſed much thankfulneſs 
for it, and was deſirous, if it were the will of God, 

to depart and to be with Chriſt. ' bee e e 
wall in che evening. 

Auguſt 14. The fair bexan this a. | Preached 
in the Palace-cloſe in the morning to about 1 200, 
and in the evening to about 2300 hearers. Many 
„ much affected, and in tears. 

- Auguſt 1 57. Went to Stromneſs. Preached to a- 
bout 500 perſons, and next day to much the ſame 
number. Religion is very low in this town. We 
mei with one friend of the truth, who told us that he 
could not ſind another perſon in de town to join with 
* in a meeting for Chriſtian conference and pray- 

„ Uege him AKwag Ito ſet on foot a Sabbath- 
Sos ſchool, to which he ſeemed well inclined: 
Went By Hoy, and ſaw Mr H. the miniſter; 
lately ſettled here. He appeared to us to be truly 
deſirous of promoting the ſpiritual intereſts of his 

people. We were happy to ſind that it the adjoin- 
ing iſland, a part of his charge, where the church is 
in ruins, by: had been preaching to the people in the 
open air. The conduct of Mrs H Io de- 
ſerves peculiar notice and commendation. On che 
Lord's day evefiiugs, ſhe employs berſelf in teach- 
ing a number of children both to read the word of 
God, and to underſtand its leading and important. 
doctrines. May the Lord crown ſo exemplary a la. 
bour of love with his own rich and effectual bleſſing 
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been preached in the forenoon, with the truth as it. 
is in Jeſus Chriſt. Referred to the penances of the 
Church of Rome, and obſerved that on account of 
adding theſe to the atonement of Chriſt, as tlie foun- 
dation of hope, it had been denounced by the Church 
of Scotland, as the mother of abominations. Took 
notice that every miniſtgr acknoyledged . this, 
when he ſigned the Confeſſion of faith; and then aſk- 
ed, whether teaching men to truſt in their. own ho- 
neſty, without regard to Chriſt at all, was not equal- 
ly, if not more groſs, than any of the doctrines of 
the Romiſh church? It was truly mR. to re- 
mark the concern of thoſe who loved the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and who no doubt recolle&ed the huſks 
upon which they had formerly fed, on hearing that 
his name had not been mentioned, in a ſermon ad- 
dreſſed to periſhing men. They gave a wouruful 
ſhriek, ſuch as we ſhould conceive perſons to give 
upon ſeeing. a fellow-creature receive the ſtroke of 
death, 

Agreeably to our determination, one: ct \ us went 
to Shappinſhay, (a boat being ſent: by the people). 
Preached twice by the ſea-fide to about 500 people, 
who were very attentive. After ſermon went to 
ſee an old man, ninety- two years ef age, confined to 
bed. Found him hardly able to ſpeak, but quite 
ſenſible. | Aſked him, if he knew what was to be- 
come of aun after death? He ſaid he was very ig- 
norant, could not read, but had ſometimes prayed to 
God. On being aſked, whether he knew any thing 
of Chriſt ? he acknowledged his entire ignorance. + 
Preached the goſpel to him, declaring that now the 
Lord was waiting to be gracious; and that if he 
believed'what the word of God teſtified of his guilt 
and miſery, and of the perſon and work of Chriſt, 
whoſe divine character we particularly inſiſted upon, 
he ſhould be ſaved. He ſeemed much affected, and 
graſped the ſpeaker eagerly by the hand. He cried 
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to God for the pardon of his ſins; and being inform- 
ed that his prayers could only be heard through 
Jeſus Chriſt, who came to ſave the very chief of ſin- 
ners, he called upon the Saviour for mercy, and 

repeatedly exclaimed, I believe, I believe. This re- 
called ſtrongly to our miod the caſe of the blind man, 
who, as ſoon as he knew the Sor of God, worſhip- 
ped him. Vifited alſo awwoman, who had been long 
ill, and whoſe affliftion appeared to have been great- 
ly bleſſed to her. She exprefſed much thankfulneſs 
for it, and was defirous, if it were the will of God, 
to depart and to be with Chriſt. "Returned to Kirk- 
wall in the eveni | 

Auguſt 14. The fair began this day. W 
in the Palace-cloſe in the morning to about 1 200, 
and in the evening to about 2300 hearers. Many 
of the people appeared much affected, and in tears. 

Auguſt 1 5. Went to Stromneſs. Preached to a- 
bout 500 perſons, and next day to much the ſame 
number. Religion is very low in this town. We 
met with one friend of the truth, who told us that he 
could not find another perſon in the town to join with 
_— in a meeting for Chriſtian conference and pray- 

Urged him ftrongly to ſet on foot a Sabbath- 
2 ſchool, to which he ſeemed well inclined. 
Went to Hoy, and ſaw Mr Ha the miniſter, 
lately ſettled here. He appeared to us to be truly 
deſirous of promoting the ſpiritual intereſts of his 
people. We were happy to ſind that ir the adjoin- 
ing iſland, a part of his charge, where the church is 
in ruins, he had been preaching to the people in the 
open air. The conduct of Mrs H alſo de- 
ſerves peculiar notice and commendation. On the 
Lord's day evefiiugs, ſhe employs herſelf in — 
ing a number of children both to read the word of 
God, and to underſtand its leading and important 
doftrines. May the Lord crown ſo exemplary a la- 
bour of love with his own rich and effectual bleſſing 
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| Returned to Kirkwall, and preached in the evening 


to nearly 2000. people. Recerved ns Invith= 
tions to viſit different places, 

Auguſt 17. Preached in the nary to about 
2000, and in the evening to about 4008 perſons; 
A great many lovers of the truth called upon us 
this day, expreſſing, as others formerly, much znte- 


reſt in the object of our labours. A perſon from 


Eggleſhay, (one of the iſlands), called upon us. He 
wiſhed much that we ſhould repreſent! the defolate 


ſituatiom of that iſland. It is united with that of 


Rouſay, and the miniſter having been laid up by 
palſy for fix years, in all this time they had only 
had three ſermons, He mentioned, that the people 


were intending to lends read to the General Al. 


ſembly. .- | 
Auguſt 18. Preached i in tients to Wan 
of 3000, and in the evening to upwards: of 4000 
perſons, according to our eſtimation, and that of o- 
thers. Went this day to Shappinſhay, to viſit the 
old man formerly mentioned. Found him unable 
to ſpeak, but ſenſible. He knew us immediately, 
and deſired by figns to be liſted up in the bed. 
He was ſupported while e ſpoke to him, was much 


affected, and diſcovered that he underſtaod what 


was ſaid to Him. Upon aſking him, whether he 
wiſhed us to pray, he ſhewed his · deſire, as fat ns 


poſlible, by attempting to ſpeak. His wife ſaid, 


that he had wept much after our leaving him the 


former day. She had occaftonally read to him parts 


of the ſcriptures,  |He died on the next Lord's 
day. Saw another ſick man he ſeemed te have 
ſome knowledge, but did not appear to be much af- 
fected with the truth. Saw allo the woman for- 


merly mentioned, who was in much pain, but ex- 


preſſed an unſhaken confidence in the Lord - Jefus- 
Preached afterwards to about 60 people, and ATI 
returned to Kirkwall. | | | 
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Auguft-19. Preached in the and evening 
to about the fame numbers as — c 9 

We have here much reaſon to remark the 
neis of God in diſpoſing the people, the whole time 
the fair laſted, to eontinue with regularity in their 
attendance. Tue fair was in a meaſure emptied eve- 
ry evenin May he whoſe bleſſing alone giveth 
the 1 e, be pleaſed graciouſly to water the ſeed _ 
whic hath been ſown with the dew of heaven, cau- 
ſing it to take root downward,. and to bring forth 
fruit upward, ml 9. dey the glory of his own 
rich and ſovereign grace ! | 

The ſame day due of us went to Orfer (about 
five miles from Kirkwall), and preached to about 
200, who were very attentive, and ſome of tfem 
much affected. The miniſter of this pariſh had been 
at Edinburgh for ſeveral months, and had ſent no 
perſon to officiate in his place. 

Lord's day, cHuguft 20. Preached m the morn- 
ing, again at one o'clock, and at four and fix in the 
evening. The hearers of the two laſt ſermons were 
ſuppeſed to be near 6000.. . Heard ſermon by a 
neighbouring minifter in the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
He preached from Pal. xcvii. 11. © Light is ſown. 
for the righteous.” He ſuppoſed men to be firſt 
righteous, and then ſomehow enjoying benefits by 
Chriſt. It was wholly upon the ſyſtem of works. 
He faid, that the great principles of morality, juſtice, 
love, &. were naturally implanted in our hearts, 
but clouded with prejudice. He did not mention 
the corruption of human nature. Took particular 
notice of it in one of our ſermons, and ſhewed its 
inconſiſtency with the ſcriptures. , 

Auguſt 21. Pfeached in the morning to about 
goo, and in the evening to about 1700, many of 
the people having now left the fair. One of us went 
to ee and * to about 8 en 


— 
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- Rendal and Eva form one pariſh. Al the lat. 
ter place, owing to the ruinous ſtate of the chuggh; 
there has been no ſermon for eight or nine years, 
and by no means regularly at the other; at the 
moſt, never oftener than the alternate Sabbath, as 
formerly noticed. Afterwards went to. the iſland 
of Eggleſhay and preached. This iſland, with that 
of Rouſay, are, united in one pariſh, The mini- 
ſter, as has been mentioned, had been laid entirely 
aſide, by a ſtroke of the palſy, for the-laft fix or 
ſeven years, and had never provided a helper. The 
people meet in church, and ſermons are read to them 
by the proprietor of the iſland, when at home. On 
ſpeaking to them of their ſituation, they appeared 
much affeted. _ 

Auguft 22. Preached in the morning to about 
I 500, and in the evening to about 2000, One went 
to Tankerneſs, and preached to about 500 people. 
Saw a perſon ill of a fever this evening, a little way 
out of Kirkwall. Had much ſatis faction in the ac- 
count which he gave of his views both of his own 
character and that of the Saviour. He was a hear- 
er in the New Church. Viſited ſeveral other hek 
people. 
Auguſt 23 Left Kirkwall on a tour i the 
northern ies, We ſeparated, having each of us a 
companion: qne of us took the cluſter of iſles to 
the right, the other that to the left. 

The former embarked for Eday, but was ob- 
liged to land in Shappinſhay, and to walt near two 
hours for the tide. Went to a liouſe, expounded 
the ſcriptures and prayed. Got to Eday at about 
one o' clock. Gave intimation of ſermon. - Viſited 
ſome ſick people very ignorant. Preached to about 
300. Crofled to Sanday. Had fome trouble in 
getting a lodging. By the k indneſs of providenee 
were at length well accommodated. . Converſed a 
confiderable time with the maſter of the houſe, who 
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had been long ill, and was very ignorant. St! in- * 
timation of ſermon through the iſland. | 
Thurſday, Augsſt- 24. Preached to about 1 50 
perſons. ntimated ſermon at the other end of the 
iſland. Went thither and preached to much the 
_ number. Croſſed the ferry to North Ronald- 
in. forty»five minutes; an uncommonly quick 
— ge; arrived about eight o'clock, , Saw a fick 
I 1 to our companidn, who appeared to 
be dying in the faith. They had had five ſermons 
in this iſland fince laſt year. There is no ſchool in 
the land. Sent a propoſal to the proprietor to erect 
a ſchool, provided he would give land for a .houſe 
and a cow "o grads; but this we * he has ro- 
fuſed. 
Auguſt 25. Preached to abour 50 neoglls; and 
re-croſſed the frith to Sanday. 918020 ſome fick 
people, all very ignorant. Upon aſking one woman 
the foundation ou hope, "he ſaid, ſhe Had not 
been ſuch a ſinner as to be afraid. Croſſed to Stron- 
ſay, where we arrived about ten o'clock at night. 
 MAuguft 26, Saw a fick man who. appeared to be 
a Chriſtian, Thus, one and another of the ſheep of 0 
Chriſt are occaſionally found in places where they — 
are leaſt expected. Preached to nearly 800 people. 
Saw ſome Chriſtian women. Eight had formed them- 
ſelves into a fellowthip meeting, four of whom ac- 
companied us about four miles to the ſea-ſide.. Left 
Stronſay, arrived at Shappinſhay, walked acroſs it; 
and, by the good providence of God, arrived at AE 
wall between eleven and twelve o'clock. | 
Lord's day, Auguft 27. Preached in the evening! 5 
in the Palace-cloſe to about 1 500. N the An- 
tiburgher miniſter. F 
Monday, Auguſt 28. Preached at nine o'clock. 
to about 2000, and then went and preached at Deer- 
neſs, to abbut 800 people, and afterwards at Tan- 
kerneſs on the way _ Theſe two Vlaces are 
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unites in one pariſh; but as there'is no chuveh at 
q Deerneſs, the miniſter never preaches there. 
Our brother returned this afternoon * yy 195 
e to the other iſlandde. 
Here follows his journal. K 
Auguſt 23. Left Kirkwall; and, pres Aa „ede 
paſſage of ſix hours, arrived at Rouſay. Sent inti- 
mation of ſermon to Eggleſhay, the adjoining iſland, 
for the afternoon ;. the people being more readily 
collected there than at Rouſay. Sent intimarion alſo 
through Rouſay for —— 4 there next morning. 
Went over to Eggleſhay, accompanied”by ſome of 
the people of Rouſay, and preached to about 209 per- 
ſons. [Returned to Rouſay and lodged by invitation 
from Mrs L from whom we received muok 
civility), at the houſe of Mr L———, the miviſter 
formerly. mentioned as being ill of the palfy. He 
was at the point of death whes Ve: came there, and 
died the ſame night. 1 185 
Auguſt 24. Preached at Rover in the morning 
w q wards of 300 people. When faking to them 
ir fituation, in having been ſo long without the 
rac of the goſpel,” the whole congregation 
ſeemed deeply affected. Some perſons wept aloud 
during the greater part of the ſermon. We told 
them that we did not confuter their ſituation as 
having been more deſtitute than that of many other 
parts in Orkney. On the contrary, if they had been 
led by this means more ſeriouſly to attend to the 
ſcriptures, their want of ordinances might have pro- 
ved to them a great bleſſing. Left Rouſay, and came 
to Weſtray. Sent intimation of fermon for next 
morning through the iſland. Walked acroſs it, and 
took a boat to Papay Weſtray, a ſmall” adjoining 
iſland, where we preached the ſame-evening to about 
ſeventy perſons, and then returned to. Wü 0 
lodge all night. 
Auguſt 15. A number of n about 300, 
game from the different quarters of the iſland, al- 
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though it-rained: all the morning. We had no ſhel 
ter, but the rain went off moſt providentially When 
we began to preach. Intimated fermon for the af- 
ternoon on the other fide of the ifland. Went to ſee 
a fick.man: He was groſsly ignorant of the goſpel, 
and yet truſting, as he ſaid, to the mercy of God. 
Attempted to explain the goſpel to him, and prayed, 
On qur way to the other fide of the iſland, were en- 
treated to viſit a fick man, upwards of ninety years- 
of age. He knew nothing of Jeſus Chriſt, * 
ſo, deaf that we were incapable of ſpeaking to him at 
any length, or of making him underſtand what was 
ſaid. Had been confined to bed two years; but his 
wife tald us was ſeldom or ever viſited by any per- 
ſon,, Preached to about 500 people. ent after- - 
wars tote a farmer; in circumſtanoes of the great- 
eſt external ſuffering. Hg had been for a long time 
grievoufly afflicted with a cancer in his noſe, en 
had in a. great meaſure, deſtroyed the organs © 
oke with much difficulty. Did not 


a 


ſtink views of the goſpel, hut appear- 


ad ſo deeply affected when we ſpoke to him of the 
ſufferings of God in our hature, as led 1 Rrongly- 
hed to him. 


to hope that his affiiftion had been ſanct 


He had been much employed, we were informed, 


during his illneſs, in the peruſal of the ſcriptures, 

Aug 26. Left Weſtray, and came to. Vai „ 2 
ſmall iſland containing about ity. perſons. There 
is no preaching here at any time. If the people are 
inclined to hear, they muſt go to a neighbouring i- 
land, which is o&cafionally viſited. Preached to about 
thirty perſons. Two women appeared much affec-. 
ted. Converſed with fome perſons ignorant of the 


. goſpel as heathens, one of whom was much advan- 


ced in life. How true is Solomon's declaration,. 

« Where there is no viſion, the people periſh,” Lett. 
Fairy, and came to Eggleſhay. Sent immediate in- 
mation of ſermon. Preached to about 200 perſons 
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in the expectation of leaving them immediately. T4 
began to rain, and the wind bein g contrary, we 4 

- obliged, but by no means ens to remain at 
Eggleſhay for the Lord's day. 

Lord's day, Auguft 27. Gave intimation of ſer- 
won to the Rouſay people by light: fires. Preach- 
ed at eleven o'clock, and again at four o clock, to 
upwards of 400 perſons. Came to Rouſay in tlie 
evening, and gave an exhortation to ſeveral periops 
aſſembled for Mr L———'s funeral. 

Monday, Auguft 28. Left Rouſay, and arrived 

at Kirkwall about two o'clock, ' Preached our laſt 

fermon in the Palace cleſe to about 2000 perſons. 

The people appeared much affected at our leaving 

them. A young woman was brought to us after 

ſermon, whoſe heart it had pleaſed God deepl 

pierce with the arrows officonvition. She had LE 

. for ſome time under ſerious concern of mind, and 

had been attending the means of 4 ol She expreſ⸗ | 

ſed a Aroog 46 debire, of being enabled to lay hold on 

Chriſt by faith. We told” her that the faith by 

which 3 finniers were Jultified, did not conſiſt 

in vigorous exertions of the mind, but in a perſua- 
| fion of the truth revealed in the ſeri tures concern- 
ing the character aud work of Chriſt. She ſaid this 
was comfortable; ſhe hoped ſhe believed the word | 
of God. | 
| We may here alſo mention think we were attended 
at. family-prayer by as many as the room could 


"> - en Rap, N whole of our ſtay at Kirkwall. 


Auguft-29, Left Kirkwall, accompanied by many 
of our dear brethren as far as Holm, where we 
preached to 1100 perſons, who had aſſembled in con- 
ſequence of previous intimation. The miniſter 
Whoſe ſermon we had occafion to notice from Job 
xxviii. 28. was about to be tranſlated to this pariſh, 
We learned that only 7 perſons had ſigned his call. 

* Took leave of our dear Chriſtian friends, and 
eroſſed over to Burra, a ſmall iſland, where one ſtaid 
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and preached to about 100, while. the other went 
10 ward to South Ronaldſhay, and preached to abeut 
tocty. | 
Auguſt 30. Preached at the north fide of South 
Ronaldſhay to about 350 people; and at the ferry to 
about 150. We here parted with our two friends 
who had accompanied us in our expedition through 
the ales. One of them, who had been employed for | 
ſome time on the Sabbath in catechiſing children, 


and whoſe endeavours God had been pleaſed in ſome - 


meaſure to countenance, expreſſed a ſtrong defire of 
being more extenſively employed in the work. After 
examining bim reſpecting his knowledge, and parti- 
cularly enquiring into his character, it appeared to 
us that ha might be very uſeful in viſiting the iſ- 
lands as a catechiſt. He is accordingly now engaged. 
in that work. 
We cannot here paſs by a fact related "to- us by 
one of the friends juſt mentioned, as it ſerves ſtroug- 
- ly to illuſtrate the power-of divine grace, and the 
variety of ways in which the Lord leads men to the 
knowledge. of the.truth. While our friend was en- 
gaged one morning with his family in praiſing God, 
a perſon paſſed tis houſe, and obſerved bis cow 
ſtanding in a place where it had been left for the 
time without · food. This led him to contraſt their 
conduct with his o. Theſe people, thought he, 
are more concerned about their ſouls than about 
their-cattle, while. I am wholly engroſſed with my 
worldly intereſt. A train of reflections ſucceeded, 
and he is nom a member of the New. Church. He 
told our friend ſome time ago, that the circumſtance 
juſt related Was n firſt led him to- think of 
his ſtate before God. 
 Crofled the Pentland. Felthy in. about two bon, 
being favoured-with moderate weather. It becomes 
us here to remark the goodneſs of God to us in this 
reſpect, bath in croſling the different friths, and du - 
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ring the whole of our ſtay in Kirkw¾alh, n nes 
ver once been incommoded, while preaching, with 
rain, although ſometimes the clouds had a loweri 
aſpect. Walked two miles from the place of Hand- 
ing to Hoonah, to the great inconvenience of one of 
us, who bruiſed his leg in coming from Eggleſhay, 
a cireumſtance which, though apparently trivial at 
ſirſt, yet afterwards materially altered 'the plan of 
our journey, detaining us fix weeks in the county 
of Caithnefs, inſtead of a fortnight, as. We AS at 
firſt intended. | 
Auguſt 31. Arrived at Thurſo. Could procure 
no lodging at the inn, on account of a fair, to begin 
the following day. Providentially, however, a gen- 
tleman, to whom we had letters, moſt kindly offer- 
ed us accommodation at his houſe, and we abode- 
there during the whole of our ſtay in Thurſo. Our 
brother who met with the accident mentioned above, 
was confined here in the houſe, for upwards of four 
weeks. But even in this ſituation, from the earneſt 
| defire of many to hear the word of God, he was not 
wholly ſhut up from uſefulneſs, having opportunity 
every evening of ſpeaking Ko gr 7s: of from 
zo to 60, and ſometimes 100 continued to 
attend during the whole of our ſtay.— Intimated ſer- 
mon by the bell, and preached in the yard of the 
Antiburgher meeting houſe, to about 300 perſons, | 
who ſeemed rather unconcerned. | 
Sept. 1. Preached in the morning to about 
20o, and in the evening to about 500 people. They 
feemed more attentive than the former oongrega- 
tions. . 
Sept. 2. Preached in the Antiburgher meeting- 
houſe, with which our brethren of that congrega- 
tion readily accommodated us, as it rained. There 
might be about 800 perſons, within and without. 
In the evening, preached in a large yard, where we 
continued to meet when fair, to about 1 500 havens 
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Lord's day, Sept. 3. Preached at half paſt g 'dock 
to about 1700 people. It began to rain, but no 
perſon moved. Went to church, and heard the mi- 
niſter of a neighbouring pariſh preach from Gal. 
vi. 4. But let every man prove his own work 
and then ſhall he have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and 
not in another.“ He recommended to his hearers- 
to examine their conduct andthe motives of it, lay | 
ing aide entirely every degree of prejudice, and if 
hos found — holy, they — then have 
cauſe of rejoicing, and enjoy the peace of God in 
their conſciences. The law of God; he ſaid, only 
required fincere and not and he 
cautioned men againſt truſting in the blood of Chriſt 
alone for acceptance with God. His peace-ſpeak. 
ing blood was for the holy and the good Preachea 
in the evening to about 3000 people, and bore teſti- 
mony againſt the dorine which had been 
in the forenoon,.as being * ſubverſive of the 
goſpel. OJ 7 

Monday, Tueſday, and Wedmſday, Sept. 4. 5 6. 
Preached. morning and evening each day; congrega- 
tions of 00 and 800 to 1000, and very attentive. 

Thurſday, Sept. . Went to Reiſter in the pariſh 
of Dennet, and preached to about 300 people. AF. 
terwards went to Cleoch, . pariſh of Bower, and 
preached to about 400. The laft ation Was ve- 
ry attentive. It rained the whole of the fer- 

mon, butnone of the people moved, except one woman. 

Friday and Saturday, Sept. 8, 9. Preached at 
Thurſo morning and evening to from 700. to 800 
people each time. | 

Lord's day, Sept. 10. Preached at 10 o'clock to 
from 2000 5 zoco people, many of whom had 
come from the country. - Preached again at two 
o'clock to upwards of 3000 perſons from ad Epiſtle 
of John, verſes 10. — It. © If there come any un- 
to you and bring nat this doctrine, receive him not 
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do your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed, ot he 
— biddeth him God ſpeed is partaker of his evil 

deeds.” We reckoned this ſubject peculiarly neceſ. 
fary, as we found that ſeveral perſons, whoſe eyes 
the Lord had opened to diſcern the truth, continued 
ſtill to attend the miniſtry of falſe teachers, which 
appeared to us a direct violation of the poſitive pre. 
cept contained in the words of the.apoſtle :. a cuſtom 
we fear too prevalent elſewhere. In the evening 
| preached to Mad the:ſame number as in the morn« 
ing. Made a collection te: defray the expenoes of 
accommodation for the maſter of the ſchool in this 
place belonging to the Society for * Chri. 
ſtian knowledge in Scotland; the managers having 
+ | diſcontinued a ball, Which they held for. that pur. 
poſe, at: this ſeaſon. The collection we were hap - 
py to ſind exceeded: what. was uſually: collected at. 
the ball“. 97 
Monday, Sept. 1 II. Went, actcotiag to invitation, 
to the pariſh of Olrig, and preached to about A 
After wards went to Quarry»crook,-in the pari 
Halkirk, and preached to upwards of 600. Sawa 
young: woman, who had been confined to bed for 
TH years, and whoſe affliction appeared to . been 
iſied. 

Tucſday, Sept. 12. Went to Shemlter i in the mad; 
of Reay. Proached to from 200 to 300 people in a 
large barn. The: inclemency of — weather, from 
conſtant rain and the — of a river, prevented 
many people from coming to the mti a wes | 

otherwiſe have attended. 

Wedneſday, Sept. 13. Preached in the meetin 
to about 600 7 Being ſtill detained. at Teber 
we thought it adviſeable that one ſhauld go t 
iſland of Walls in Orkney, to which we had recei- 
ved an invitation whale at Kirkwall. According- 


„ This was the only colleion made by ws on ou journey. 
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ly he bired a boat and left! Thurſo about one * 

o'clock ; arrived in Walls" ut four o'tlock;, after 

very favourable, paſſage. Sent intimation of ſer- 

mon through the 1 — day at ten o'clock. - 

Lodged with a NID to this ĩſ- 

land. 4 br Seed th, ad HH? 
Thurſday, Sept. 14. The people. were/lue' in a. 

ſembling, many of them having a 'to-'crofs; 

Preached at twelve o'clock'to abobe 200 people. Af. 

ter ſermon went to Flota, (à nei ring iſland), 

and preached to about forty * Viſated an 

woman confined to bed. She was: N ignorant, 

and hoped for future happineſs, as the aid, the had 

done nothing bad in this world; excepting: once that 

ſhe had had an illegitiniate child.” Returned. to 

Walls, and vifited ſome fick perſons- They were 

all very ignorant. but one of them, who had been 

long lame, pps much affected in hearing” the 

goſpel. 


Friday Sept. 1. In the morning viſited an old 
woman — ſaid ſhe was. within one year of 100, 
She ſeemed altogether ignorant of the goſpel, but 


2 any 2 3 of the danger of her 

ſtate. Saw a very ignorant. Preach - 
ed at twelve o lock tr to ty 200 people, many of 
whom were much affected; as indeed they were in 
every ifland of Orkney where we preached. Seve- | 
ral of the Flota people were preſent, but none fromm 
another ſmall adjoining land, named Fairy *, where 
are fix or eight families, to whom intimation had 
been ſent. Several people from the neighbourhood 
were preſent at family worſhip. 

Saturday, Sept. 16. Re- eroſſed che Pentland Frith, 
and by the divine goodneſs arrived * t Thurſo be- - 


tween fix and ew. in the evening. 


* Not the hes eim the e mentions hoe under this name 
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Tord's day, Sept. 17. Preached in the morning to 
about 1 e Heard afterwards the pari 

miniſter preach from Titus iii. 8.“ Theſe things 
will chat thou affirm conſtantly, that they-wha have 

believed in God; might be careful to maintain go 
works. Theſe things are good and profitable unto 
men.“ He ſeemed much afraid of people abuſing 
the doctrines of grace, and therefore told them that 
though they were to be juſtified freely: by graoe, yet 
that afterwards they myſt be juftified partly by faith 
and partly by works. The Jewiſh teachers be faid 
deſpiſed works, and that all the apoſtles, and eſpeci- 
ally Paul, wrote againſt ſuch doctrine... People, he 
added, were ready to build all- their hopes upon 

Chriſt; and therefore it was neceſſary that ĩt ſhould, 

on all occaſions, be afſirmed, that they who. had bes | 

lieved ſhould be careful to maintain good workss 

in order to entitle them to. ſalvation. He then 

gave intimation that there would be no ſermon in 
the afternoon during the reminder af the ſeaſon: 

It is the regular practice, it ſeems, through this 
part of the country, as it is indeed in other places 
arther ſouth, to have only one diſcourſe of half an 

hour's length in the day during nearly nine months 

of the year. This was probably an advantage in 

Thurſo, as it led many people in the afternoon to 
hear a godly man, the Antiburgher miniſter, wha 
was long ſettled there, but died in June laſt. 

| Preachied in the evening to about 3000 perſans, 

from Eph. ii. 8. 10. © For by grace are ye ſaved, 

through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is ” 
gift of God, Not of works leſt: any man ſho 
boaſt,” &. Took particular notice of the ſer- 
mon that had, been preached. Obſerved that good 
works conld not be too much infiſted upon, if 
ſpoken of as an effect of faith, but that thoſe 
who ſtated them as the ground of a finner's accep- 
tance and juſtification, rendered Chrift of none effect, 
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Kke the judafzirig teachets, who 
except they were circuthcifed, they could not be la- 5 
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ved. To thoſe who inibibed this doQrine, ns 

ſtle ſolemaly teſtified, that Chriſt ſhould profit them 

nothing, Gal. v. 2. The ſpeaker then old them, 

that he had found ĩt to be his duty, hawever unplea- 

fant, to bear teſtimony ayaivft the doctrine which 

he hall heard from minifter, but that, e 
he 


he might be detained anothet Sabbath in Th 
Monday, Sept. 18. Preached in the morning ty a- 


would not again attend their church. 


bout 600 people, aud in the evening to about 800. 


Tuefday, Sept. 19. After preaching in the morn- 
ing, went to Taucha ; 
preached to about 60 people. 


Wedneſday, Sept. 20. Went to Mey i in the pariſh | 


of Cannifbay, and preached to about 200 people. 
They were very careleſs and inattentive. Went af- 


terwards to Ratter in the pariſh of Dunnet, and 


preached to about 120 o perſqns. Returned to Thuc- 
fo. 
Thurſday, Sept: 27. and Friday, 22. Preached to 


congregations, om. Soo to 700 and 800, morning 


and evening. 

Saturday, Sept. 23; Preached i in the meeting-houſe, 
morning and evening, the rain preventing our meet- 
ing in the, yard, as uſual. 


Lord's day, Sept. 24. The weather being uveam- 
, monly fine, preached in the yurd: to about 3000 peo- 


ple im the morning. 

As one of us who had been hitherto confined, ap- 
peared likely to be able to get out in the courfe of 
2 few days, we thought itadviſeable that the other, 
upon whom the whole of the public labour had de- 
volved, ſhould ſpend the remaining part of the 


time we were to ſtay at Caithneſs, in the town of 
Wick and its neighbourhood. In the view there- 


fore of leaving Thurſo on the next day, he preached 


. 


in the pariſh of Olrig, and 


. , 
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in the evening a farewell ſermon to « congregati 
of-4000 perſons, of whom we were informed thang 
were individuals from .every pariſh in Caithniels, 
from Acts xx. 32. And now, brethren, I c 
mend you to God and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to þuild you up, and to give vou an inherit 
tance among all them t at are ſancifed. The 
miniſter was alſo preſent. As it was in gene 
derſtÞ6d that he had the doctrines we preae 
vigw, when cautionin his people againſt their bal 
taught to ſeparate faith Pas works, occaſion. was 
taken briefly to recapitulate the apoſtle's doftriney 
and plainly to ſhew A abſolute veceſſity oft com 
pletely ſeparating faith from works in the impor 

tant article of a ſinner's juſt ifecation befor? God, 
At the ſame time, the ſpeaker appealed to thols 
who had heard him, whether he had not uniformly 
inſiſted on the abſolute neceſſity of works, on the 
other hand, as the never failing fruit and evidencs 
of faith, without which, the faith that any n 
might fa he had, would never ſave. him, 
occaſion alſo to refer particularly to the lives and 
converſations of many of thaſe who were ſuch ffres 
nuous advocates for the doctrine of works; and 
| aſked whether the total and open negle& both of. 
perſonal and family religion, afforded them any 
ground ſo greatly to glory in their pretended 
works. Finally, told them, that h was pure rom 
their blood, (referring to the diſcourſe conneQed 
with his text), which could not have been, 
be not faithfully warned them againſt the falſe 
| trines which he had heard preached to them. 929 

Monday, Sept. 25; Left Thurſo for Wicks 

8 on the way at Catchery, pariſh of Wat⸗ 
ten, to about 300 people. Were met by above a- 
dozen of people from, Wick, who had provided ac 
commodation for us during our ſtay 1 in that Pas | 
| . 1 7 2 2 
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Tueſday, Sept. 26. Preached to about 400 people, 


and in the afternoon to about goo. More perſous 
ame to worſhip than could get admittance. l 
* 294 Sept. 27. Preached morning and even- 


Fa about 906. e people ſeemed conliderably 


N Sept. 28. Preached at Aucorn, in the 
. of ick, to about 400 perſons. Returned to 


wo 

ay, Sept. 29. Preached morning and evening 
1 u of 1800 perſons, being market-day. 
Saturday, Sept. 30. Preached morning and evening 
to about 500 each time. 

Lord's day, October 1. Preached in che morning to 
about 2 500 people. Heard the miniſter in the fore- 
noon 
light of it.” He repreſented that men in 
Chriſtians, firſt 
and that then God wrought in them, &c. He ſpoke 
much of the crimmality of ſuch as found fault with 
miniſters, who were, he ſaid, the ſucceſſors of the 
apoſtles, the ambaſſadors appointed to carry on the 
treaty of peace between God and man! In the af. 
terncon, be, to about 4000 people, and took 
notice of what appeared contrary to the goſpel in the 
miniſter's ſermon, himſelf heing preſent. - - © 

Monday, Oc. 2. Preached at © abr Oe in the 
pariſh of Wick, to between 300 and 400 people. 
day and Wedneſday, G. z. and 4. Preached 
at n , each day, congregs-/ 
Nom 300 to 400 * 4 

"Thurſday, OB. 5. Preached at Freſwick, pariſh ot 
Caniſbay, to between 300 and 400 people. There 
is in this neighbourhood a ſmall ſociety, profeſfing 
Baptiſt principles. They had been formed into a 
church bs of a _ William Sinclair, who. 


\bout 50 people aſſembled to workhp in | the even- 


to work out their oven ſalvation, | 


* 
from Matt. xxij. 5. And they made bh 


740 


ü lived: "IP and who preached amongſt them fot | 


| ſeveral years. They have been without a pa- 
ſtor, and without the diſpenſation of divine ordinan- 
ces, ſinoe his death, many years ago. They meet 
on the Lord's day for reading the Scriptures, and 
for prayer. Thoſe who are now deſirous of being 
baptized, go t Edinburgh for that purpeſe. We 
ſaw ſome of their leading N Nee n 
to be godly perſon s.. 

Friday, Oct. 6. and Saturday, 7. Presched at Wick, 
morning and eyening, to about eg * * woman 
under concern of mind. 1 23 of 

Lord's day, Oc. 8. Preached in the morning to 1 
bove 2000, and in the evening to above 4000 peo- 
ple. The rn uſual, were very atten- 
tive. 

Monday, Oct. 5 Preached at Bülpſter, a ſew ads 
from Wick, to about 300 people. Viſited a wo- 
man ill of a fever, and another who had been lon 
confined. In the evening, he who had been 1 
poſed arrived from Thurſo, greatly recovered. 

He had preached at Thurſo on Lord's day, Oc- 
tober the 1ſt, to from 3000 to 4000 perſons. In 
the evening chere were ſuppoſed to be near 200 per- 
ſons; within doors and without, at family-worſhip. 
In conſequence of the exertions of this day, he was 
again confined till the Thurſday following; when 
by the goodneſs of God, he was much relieve 
and enabled to walk to the Antiburgher meeting- 
houſe, where he preached on that and the two fol- 
lowing days. On Lord's day, October 8: he preach- 
ed in the yard formerly mia; to t 4000 
perſons, who were very attentive- Let the lovers of 

. Chriſt and of immortal ſouls pray that the word 
ſpoken ſo frequently in this, place may prove the 
ſavour of life unto life to many ſoulses 


We cannot take leave of Thurſo without ex BY 


fing our grateful” ſenſe of the divine g to- 
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wards us, in the affectionate conduct of the gentle- 
man and his family with whom we reſided. May 
the Lord recompenſe their Kindneſs, by beltowang « on 
them bleſſings which periſh not in the uſing ! 

It becomes us alſo to mention, with mueh thank · 
fulneſs the Chriſtian behaviour of our Antiburgher 
brethren here as in other places of the North. May 


their faith and lave abound yet more and more, and 
may the Spirit with which they are animated be 
more extenſively diffuſed, until the whole of the 


members of Chrift ſhall be knit together in love, 
and, as in a N beef one heart 

and one ſoul ! 
The ſtate of reli in Thurſo is ks 
that this town, con- 


= are. credibly 1 


yo) ona 2000- ſouls, has not been catechiſed 
theſe 


rty years. It is not therefore a matter of 


ſurpriſe, that men are here. periſhing for lack ok. 


knowledge. They have che ſcriptures it is true in 
their own hands, and therefore are without excuſe. 
At the ſame time, it is a remark, which, ſo far as 
our obſervation goes, will admit of general applica- 


tion, that where the awful ſanctions of God's law, ſo» 


ſtrongly manifeſted in the death of Chriſt, are not 
enforced upon the conſciences of ſinners in the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, there, men in general will be found 
living in a ae of careleſs ſecurity, and ſaying to 
themſelves, we ſhall have peace, though we walk 
in the imagination of our own hearts. The Lord 
however has had a few names here, in the midſt of 
all the careleſſneſs which: has ſo greatly prevailed. 


The Antiburgher miniſter formerly mentioned, la- 


boured in this town for eighteen years, and it 1s 
hoped not without effect. |There-gre, beſides the 
members of this congregation, '-a + v individuals 
who fear God, who, though they were accuſtomed 


chiefly to hear in the Seceſſion, did not join their 
communion, but ſtill adhered in this nelpat to the 
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Eſtabliſhed Church. The fituation of ſuch perſons 
calls for much ſympathy on the part of their Chri. 
ſtian brethren. They are expoſed to trials peculi- 
arly ſevere, of which thoſe who live in more favour. 
ed ſituations can have but little conception. May 
the Lord ſanctify to them this ſtate of bondage, and 
may he hear their groanings, and ſend deliverance 
from his holy heaven! We cannot but eſteem. it x 
token for good from the Lord to this town in ge- 
neral, that the people continued to attend the daily 
preaching of the word, during the whole of our ſtay. 
Were goſpel miniſters to be ſent into this part of 
the country, we think there is reaſon to hope, that 
a general and abiding concern for the things of eter- 
nity would be the conſequence. ; 

Miel, Tueſday, Oct. 10. Preached in the morning 
to about 600, and in the evening to about 700 peo- 


Wedneſday, OB. 11. Left Wick, preached at Clyth, 
(pariſh of Latheron) in our way ſouthward, to about 
700 people. Came forward to the Kirk of Latheron ; 
but the people not having had intimation, there 
were only preſent about 200 of thoſe who had heard 
in the morning. Came on (ſeveral friends from 
Wick accompanying us) to Dunbeath. 

Thurſday, Oct. 12. After preaching at Dunbeath 
to-about 70 perſons, took leave of our friends, and 
came forward ſame evening to Wilkhouſe, a ſtage 
upon the road. Saw an elderly woman on the road 
at Barrowdale, who lamented much the removal of 
two faithful miſſionaries, from the Society for. pro- 
pagating Chriſtian knowledge in Scotland, Meſſrs 
M*Kay and Robertſon, whoſe labours appear. to 
have. been bleſſed in this neighbourhood. Partly 
from ſome unhappy diſpute, and partly from. want 
of accommodation, we. were ſorry to underſtand,. 
tat there has been no perſon yet appointed to ſue- 

ceed the laſt of the gentlemen above mentioned, 
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though it is now three years ſince he has been re. 


moved to another part of the eountry.L We are happy 
here to ſtate, that much good has been done in this, 
as well as other parts of this country, by means of 
miſſionaries and ſchoolmaſters employed by this So- 


ciety, We met with ſome of _ ſchoolmaſters, 


and we heard of ſeveral others; t un þ rt 1 and Wn 


ous in promoting the knowledge of the goſpel 


Having finiſhed the account of our labours in 


Caithneſs, we ſhall here preſent the friends of the 


truth with ſome additional obſervations upon the 


ſtate of the county in general with regard to reli- 


gion. In all the ſhire of Caithneſs, conſiſting of 
ten pariſhes, we heard of very few inſtances of 
the pure goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt being faithfully. 


preached. It is the ſabje& of unfeigned lamenta- 


tion, that, as in former ages, ſo ſtill, .* the people 
love to have it ſo.” It is their common language, 


It would be well for us, if we could do as we 


are taught ;” and thus, failing in their attempt of 
obe ying the precept, they yield to the more enſna- 
ring influence of example, and join the multitude 
in the broad path that leads to deſtruction. It is 
a mournful fact, that it is an univerſal practice in 


this country, to commute for a ſum of money the 


' pnplic: profeſſion of repentance, enjoined by the 
Church of Scotland to be made by perſons guilty of 
adultery or fornication. When ſuch perſons have 
paid the fine, they are admitted to the com- 
munion- table, without ſcruple. When ſuch prac: 
tices as theſe take place to any extent, no won- 


der that the land mourn, and that the Lord threaten 
to viſit us with his ſore judgments. Shall I not 


viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord?“ Nor can it 
at all ſurpriſe thoſe who know the goſpel, to learn, 
that while the name and ordinances el God are thus 
profaned, men ſhould in general be living without 


God, and without Chriſt, and * without 
G 3 
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any well grounded hope in the world. It gives us 
much pleaſure, however, to remark, that the 4 
hath not wholly left himſelf without a witneſs, 
in thoſe places which are moſt deſolate. It id ſaid, 
that in this ſhire, about fifty or fixty years ago, the 
whole of the miniſters were faithful preachers of 
Chriſt, Their teſtimony has been tranſmitted, and 
the inſtructions and example of humble individuals 
have been bleſſed of God, for keeping alive a ſpirit 
of real religion in ſome of the interior parts of the 
country. It is remarked, that thoſe perſons are in 
general ſuch as live at the greateſt diſtance from 
the churches, and who in conſequence meet t 
ther by themſelves for the: purpoſes of religious 
conference and worſhip on the Lord's day. They 
alſo meet at communion-occaſions, when they mu- 
tually ſtrengthen each other's hands, and encourage 
each other's hearts, in the good ways of the Lord. 
This chiefly refers to thoſe who dwell in the high- 
lands, while in general thoſe in the lower parts ofthe 
country appear deſtitute of the knowledge even ofthe- 
firſt principles of religion.---It is alſo with peculiar 
ſatis faction we notice ſome very pleaſing appearan- 
ces of the divine favour towards the town of Wick. 
Within theſe ſome years paſt, it has pleaſed God to 
excite in ſeveral individuals, ſome of whom were 
formerly living altogether careleſs about religion, 
a lively concern for the ſalvation of their immortal 
ſouls. They meet together for religious fellowſhip 

and prayer, and are earneſtly deſirous of introdu+ 
_ cing into the towii' a ſtated goſpel miniſtry.” May 
the Lord proſper them in the work of their hands, 
and add to their number many of thoſe who are yet 
in darkneis and in; the ſhadow of death !---There is 
alſo here an Autiburgher congregation, where it is 
hoped the Lord has a people; but they have been 
for ſome time in a diſtracted ſtate by the removal: 
ofimmpaſters, which bas N retarded the pro- 
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greſs of the goſpel, both in the congregation, and 2 
mongft occaſional hearers. e 1. 

Thurſday, Oc. 12. Upon arriving at Wilkhouſe; 
in the ſhire of Sutherland, we made enquiry about 
collecting a congregation, but found that few, if any 
of the people underſtood the Engliſh language. * 

Friday, Q&. 13. Came on to Dornoch, the con 
ty-· town. Heard a melancholly account of the ſtate 
of religion, and of the doctrines gener ally taught; at 
the ſame time, were comforted to hear of the good 
that was done at prayer meetings, which were mtl 
tuted in a period when much of the power of god- 
lineſs was experienced, and are ſtill maintained in 
many parts of the country. In the neighbourhood 
of Dornoch, they have a houſe built purpoſely” for 
holding their meetings, which are held once — 55 
two or three weeks, and are very numerouſly attend- 
ed. In other parts of the country, they meet month- 
y in the pariſh ohureh. The meetings here referred 
to are of long ſtanding. Their origin is not well 
known, but it is thought that 1 commenced” 
about the time of the Revolution. They generally 
met at firſt in the minifter's houſe, or in ſome pri- 
vate houſe in the pariſh. '' The parochial fellow-' 
ſhip-meetirigs are now all ſo numerous, that they 
meet, in church. The miniſter acts as moderator. 
He begins with ſinging, and then prays. In many 
places, eſpecially if the meeting be! thin, he reads 
a portion of Seripture and explains it. He then 
aſks, if any perſon has a queſtion, or cafe of con- 
ſeience, to propoſe for the conſideration of thoſe 
who are to ſpeak. at the meeting. A 'paſlage of 
Scripture is then mentioned, aud a e pro- 
poſed from it, relative to experimental religion, 
by ſome perſon preſem. The. moderator eluci- 
dates the e, and ſates the queſtion as in- 
telligibly as poſſible. © The ſpetkers then deliver 
their ſentiments with an catneſtneſe fuited to the 


1 80 J 
importance of the ſubject, and the moderator col- 
lects their different ideas, corrects any thing that 
may be improperly ſtated, and gives his own opi- 
nion. The man who propoſes the queſtion 'never 
s ſpeaks to it. In many places there is a prayer offer. 
ed up about the middle of the ſervice. One of the 
ſpeakers prays after the ſervice 1s over, and a pſalm 
is ſung.---Occaſions of this nature are highly and de- 
ſervedly valued by the people. In many places we 
underſtand they are the chief means of main- 
taining and carrying forward the work of Chriſt, 
It is here alſo worthy of particular remark, that 
until within theſe few years that ſome miniſters 
have diſcountenanced them, it was the practice 
of a great part of the North Country to hold. 
publie fellowſhip-meettings on the Friday previous 
to the adminiſtration of the Lord's ſupper. Expe- 
rienced Chriſtians here diſcaurſed freely of the man- 
ner of the Lord's dealing with them, and were ena- 
bled often to ſpeak much to the comfort and edifica - 
tion of their weaker brethren. | 
Saturday, Oct. 14. Intimation having been ſent. 
through the town the evening before, we preached 
this morning in the town-houſe to about 60. people. 
Of theſe we were told that ſeveral could not under-: 
ſtand us. We had intended to have ſpent the Sab- 
bath here, but as few of the people underſtood the 
Engliſh language, we reſolved to go on to Tain, 
where we arrived about three o'clock. Sent inti- 
mation of ſermon, and preached from one of the: 
ſtairs of the church to about 300 people. 

Tarn, Lord's day, Oct. 15. Preached at half paſt 
nine to about 450, and in the afternoon, after the 
diſmiſſion of the church, to about 500 people. The 
people here are highly favoured; ; they are, bleſſed 
with a zealous and faithful miniſter in the Eſtabli- 
fed Church, who is the fifth of that character 
in immediate ſucceſſion, and many of them ſeem 
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atly to value In the 
8 ted. a — chool, which Tor 
lately eſtabliſhed, and meets in the church. The 
ſchool ſeems to be in a thriying condition, There 
are about 100 children who attend. Several of them 
repeated paſſages of the ſermon they had heard in 
the courſe of the day. 

Monday, Oct. 5 One remained and preached at 
Tain to about 250 people. The other went forward 
to Milton, having ſent intimation in the morning 
both to that place and Inyergordon. When he ar- 
rived at Milton, he found. the people engaged in one 
of the monthly meetings which have been mentioned. 
The miniſter was attending, and one. of the people 
was ſpeaking upon a paſſage of ſcripture i in Gaelic, 
with much apparent animation, Preached to the 
people after the diſmiſſion of the meeting. There 
might be about 200 hearers, Came on to Invergor= 
don, and preached to about 200 people. 

Jagd, . 17. One preached at Invergordon 
in the morning to about 350 perſons. The other 
went forward, and preached at the 
mond to about 200, and afterwards at the town of 
Din in the ſtreet to about 150 perſons, Se- 
veral Chriſtian friends came forward with us from 
- Drummond to Dingwall ; ; among others, one whom 
it had pleaſed God to bring under impreſſions of the 
truth by one of the ſermons preached in the ſtreet 
of Inverneſs. Since that time a viſible change has 
taken place in Mis conduct, and he has attached him- 
ſelf to che friends and intereſts of the goſpel. May 
he indeed be redeemed to Chriſt from all iniquity, 
and be kept by his almighty power through faith 
unto ſalyation ! We might have mentioned other in- 
ſtances of the power of Gadapparently accompanying 
his word in the courſe, of qur journey, but declined it 
from our, not having had an opportunity,of knowing 
whether the effects were abiding, Me have related 


of Drum- 


[ 


. 


% 
this inflance, becauſe the change appears ſo far to be 
permanent. To the name of Jeſus we would deſire 
to render all the glory of the undeſerved honour and 
happineſs of being inſtrumental in plucking any of 
our fellow-ſintters as brands out of the burning. 

Wedneſdiy, OR. 18. Preached at Dingwall in the 
Townhouſe to from 250 to 300 perſons. The Hall 
was quite full. Several of the people appeared 
very attentive. Came on to Keſſoek; croſſed the 
ferry, and by the Lord's good hand upon us ar- 
rived in ſafety at Inverneſs in the afternoon, where 
we had the happineſs to meet our brother whom 
we had left, in good health. Arid here we. joined' 
in ſetting up RIS, ſaying, 10 Hatherto God: 
hath helped.” n | 


Rede follows 1 the account of our broth er's „ Iabours 
in our abſence. ' 

August 11. After leaving my Bee at Brugh- 
head, proceeded to Findhorn, where, after intima- 
tion, preached in a relief kirk to about 500 people, 
who were yery attentive, and preſſed me much to 
ſtay longer; but this was impracticable, as I meant 
to be at Invernefs on the Lord's day. Went the 
ſame evening to Forres, and next day proceeded to 
Inverneſs, 

 Invernefs, Lord's Jay, gur 13. Preached on a. 
hill adjoining the town, at 12 gfclock, to about 300 
or 400 people, and in the evening to a great con- 
courſe, probably about 2000, who heard with great 
attention. Intumated ſermon for next Sabbath at 
ſame hours. 

Wedneſday, Auguft 16, Preached : at Drakies, a- 
bout two miles diſtance from town, to about 100 
people, the next day at Auld Dourie, and the day 

following at Cloughneherry, a few miles from In- 
verneſs, to about x00., The people were. voy ate. 
tentive in all theſe Places, | 
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Lords day, Auguſt 20. Preached on the hill an; a- 
bout 400 at 12 0 'clock and in the evening to a great 
aſſembly as before. Went this week to Dingwall, 
and preached to about 200 people, who ſeemed; ve- 
ry. careleſs, Preached alſo at F airntoſh, and at Beu- 
ley. ISI 

Tord, day, Auguft 27. Preached about 8 o'clock 
on the hill to about 400 people, and in the evening | 
to a crowded aſſembly, as formerly. Preached this 
week on the other fide of the river, to about 300 
people, who were very àttentive. Intimated fer- 
mon at Clonghnehetry ; but it rained ſo much, that 
no congregation could aſſemble, Viſited two or 
three families in and near the town, and ſpoke with 
them reſpecting the ſtate of their ſouls. Found the 
people better informed in the principles of religion 
than in ſome other places. 

* Lord's day, Sept. 3. Preached on the hill in the 
morning to about 300, and in the evening to about 
2000 perſons, who were exceedingly attentive. Was 
prevented preaching in the courſe of the week by 
indiſpofition. 

Lord's day, Sept. 10. Preached this morning 1 -.. 
Raining's ſchool, for which application had been 
made on account of the wetneſs of the ground, te 
about 1 50 people, and in the evening to much the 
ſame number as formerly. As there was to be 2 
fair in the town this week, intimated ſermon for 
Wedneſday evening 1 Ip.. the new ſtreet. About I 50 
only attended. | 

Spent a part of this . in viſiting, with a view 
to the examination and eee pe tein who at- 
tended the ſermons. ere. 

Lord's day, Sept. 1. Preached in the morning to 
about 500. people, and in the evening to a very nu- 
merous aſſembly. Many were much affected du- 
ring the laſt ſermon. Found that it was the 
means in the hand of God, of leading ſeveral young 


forward to Cromarty, a beautiful ſmall town-at the 


* 64 1 <7 08 
perſons to diſcontinue novel-reading and 1 00 
amuſement on the Sabbath: practices but too com- 
mon in Inverneſs. Was prevented by the rain frowi 
making any excurſion this week. Preached on the 
ſhore on the Friday evening, where, although it was, 
exceedingly damp and . a conſiderable nally 
of perſons attended. | 
Lord's day, Sept. 24. Preached in che morning w 
about 400, and in the evening to about 1400 
A young man informed me that a perſon at Invers 
gordon was anxious I ſhould go there to-pyeach. 1 
ſaid that T had not thought of going: farther chat 
Fortroſe, but in conſequence of this requeſt world 
probably viſit Invergordon; at the ſame time I mens 
tioned, that as J had te preach at different places, it 
was impoſſible to aſcertain the day on which I ſhould 
be * that pl6bably it would be the IT 


Wedneſday. Left Inverneſs for Fortroſe, in a: 
heavy rain. Came to Avoch, afiſhingtown, of 
fide of the Moray Frith- oppoſite to Cempbelltown, 
containing about 400 or 500 people. They are reg 
marked for their decency and ſobriety, and their de- 
fire of hearing the word of God. Swearing, it is 
ſaid, is by no means ſo univerſal a practice here 25 
it is in filhing towns in general. Informed about a 
dozen of people that there would be preaching ims 
mediately. Began in a ſmall field to about _ eight 
or nine perſons ; by the time the prayer was finiſh 
ed there were nearly 300, whoſe attention and aps 
parent ſeriouſneſs in hearing fully juſtified the ack 
counts given of them. After pronouncing the bleſs 
ſing, the people expreſſed thankfulneſs, and urged me 
to ſtay and preach in the morning.. My,engagements 
not permitting me to comply with their -requeſt, 1 
came on to Fortroſe, where I preached next morns 
ing to about 400, who were very attentive. Cam 


mouth of Cromarty Frith. There is here a confi 
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derable number of 8 and both à Gaelic 
and Englih of worſhip. - Intimated & 
and preached to about 300 people near the 'orafs. = 
Came on to e a ſcattered village oppo- 
ite to Invergordon. Was greatly grieved by 
learning here, that a number of people had aſſeth- 
bled*the day before at Iuvergordon, and had waicet 
from ten in the morning to fix in the evening in ex- 
pectation of ſermon, This was octafigned. by the 
ny Juror man oy mentioned, writing to them, 

promiſed to be there on that day, 
GL a 2 him. to give intirhation ar 
the Kirk-yard gate, which was altogether a mi- 
take... The - tide being low, I was informed I 
could not croſs without waiting three hours; + Av 
this would have eatirely prevented my preaching. 
that evening, and as I n at Inverneſs on 
Saturday, I went forward to | Fairntoſh.. . Next 
morning preached at Dingwall to about 1:50 peqple, 
and in the afternoon to about 120 a3 KiltbEer, -who 
were very attentive, Came forward in the ovening 
to Inverness. 

Lord's dap, 08. 1. Preaehed on the zin rv-abGut 
400 people. A pious miniſter, formerly aſſiſtant to 
Mr Calder of — preached in the neighbourhood 
(being a remote part of Croy pariſh * to a- 
bout 4000 people, who liſtened wi oniſhing at- 
tention. Preached in the evening nd a great co 
ccurſe, It began to rain exceſſively, but the, 
people, when it was propoſed to them to ſeek ſhel. 
ter ſomewhere, declined it, and remained in the fait} 
till the ſermon was concluded. Went afterwards, 
and viſited the Sabbath- evening ſchools, whieh werg 
eroded, and the people and children very attentive; 
Two young perſons called to ſpeak with me about 
the ſtate of their ſouls. From what they faid, it 
ap that the Lord was leading this to hs, 
knowledge of he truth. "Ag greatly ſtruck „ben 
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being accoſted, by. other t279 tyo young perſons, in che 


e of che jailar, Sir, what. muſt I/ do 40 be 

nds 0 49 119% 10 

424 eard of the three, young girls, xwoiof them ob about 
bebe. ood another about, fourteen, years. of gx, 

for pra ec ove neg 

e ner: A FF WALES: FR then, ard en- 

ally: in 1h i abs! 

to Invergord on, that the people 

115 e, + ler diſappointed, Areived 


mi | 
82 os the: aftecnoon, and preached, in the evening 
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4 11 bout 299 people, 2 — ere: Very: attentive. 

uber. o at family{prayiet. 
En in dhe x morn — * nearly 300 and then 
came 3.3 prernels... . 94©55d flog nt 4 


Lord's day, Od. g. Preached in the „ 


on the hill to; about 200 people. 


mainęd, though it rained, during che. whalo.of :the 
Sung 55 e Re evening to a great multi- 
tude. eEp xed attention wasgeneraly:dib- 
= dee much afſecged 8 
en 

W 


rd, #4 „s, E18. 

ent to Camphelltown this week, and} preached 
there four times ſucceſſively to very attentive con- 
egations, generally conſiſting of from 2001to 300. 
2 of . thoſe, perſons went to reap the corn at 


three e ede. morning, in prder that they 


t. have tim to hear he ygofpely! May abe 
Lord heve afforded to thein ſouls that accompanying 
bleſſing, which alone can render the Wan profitable 
110 them chat hear it!, d at 2 25005 b 

Inverneſi, Lord's day, 0. 1 4 Abel in the 
morning. to from 200 to 300 people. Inſthe even- 
Ang, preached to a great tmultitude, hoſe attention 
much the ſame, as laſt Sabbath. U! di 100 
445 far of the labgurs of our brother in Inver- 


0 ; | d and Us. eee ne neu vVilow 1 in 
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We are inſottnedz that the power of religion 


eatly pre vailed in this town and country round 
Fo ſeveral ions. _ The celebrated Mr Bruce,. 


who was in eile here about à hundred and fl 
years age and who Was x faithful and "Zeal 
prenchefe freche I, was int U in leading 
multirudes of thing fitters to the Knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, | At that period, the north Highlands 
of Scotland were in 4 ſtate of barbarity than 
ſome of the more civilized parts of Africa are at 
this day. By the bleſſing A Gel, however, on 
the — that good tan, and many able and 
faithful ſueseſſora, tile wildernefe was made to. re- 
joice, and dor bloſſotm 23 We rufe. But alas! how 
is the gold become dim, and the moſt fine geld 
changed l The preſent Steil, having in gene- 
ral had a religious education, retain the 8, 
but have forſaken the of their" fathers. It 
is hoped however, tat this kno may yet. 
ſorve to premete the'revivdP of: real religion in this 
place; if ib ſhall· pleaſe Gd t ſetid zealous mini- 
ſters among them, of which many of the people are 
truly deſirous. It is remarkable to obſerve the 
number which flock to heat any of the neighbour- 
ing goſpel- miniſters, of ' whom there are ſeveral, 
| ne — they cone to this place or ĩts neighbourhood. 
It is not at all uncommom on fucli occaſions to ſee 
three or four thouſund people aſſemble in the open 
air to hear the word of life This ſerves to account | 
for what appears at firſt 'view rather ſurprifit 
namely, that a number of young perſons are prof- 
pering in religion, in circumſtances ſo very diſad- 
vantage bus. There is no parochial viſitation or ex- 
amination performed by t of this towu; 
but the pariſh are in the Ns practice (we 
ſincately wiſh it were general) of paying a Jah 
techiſt, a godly man, who viſits: from houſe to 
houſe, and examines the ſervants and lower claf- - 


— 
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45 of N be es the-Bebbath — 
MPbere ars ſame —— 
weekly, and their members an y 
cr twelve miles to hear Ahe 
Epiſeapal meeting 8 — — 
ſides.; but religion is mν in-thes ſanke babe binony 
them as in the reſicof ch Soats Rpiſcopab mdbrings. 
There is alſo a af Metbmdiſta andrafinall 
one of Antihurgher Seeedrus. By the enedtiem and 
eſtabliſhment of the daſtnãt was hoped-thit the into. 
Teſts:of trus reli bern greatly pro. 
amoted; in this quarter 3 but hene / ig geuply tobe 
lamented, that zen for dh. off party 
bas ent off tl proſpect uſofulnuſa, o 
One eimumſtamte ia ſtauacb as having had petu- 
Har influence in accelerating the detienſiom e reli. 
this place, vine ihn granted on ameſtat 
the neĩghbourhood f uiſtilling fpiritsg by which 
means, many of the lower: claſſes, Having the oppor- 
tunity of gtatifyiug uiii deſire of —— 
an eaſy rate; have fallen into habts 
rance;;"thani which there can den vine n 
ſtile to the iuſlnenee of 1 Befides;' chert 
is renaſom to ftar that whore diftifling -ptevails, ha- 
bits of diſhoneſty are formed doing fravds which 
—_ y coninditted araltift the\revemue.. 
wuerneſs, „ur OG. mod Ser mau ds. 
layed in the Chg nero es rn. Par 
ed 2 Te {95 re 300 pen. 
n 17 . A e bt 112d FL 18408 
ah, 08a. poached in "the! nee 

bout +390, and in the evening do about 20. Had 
2 meeting f friends * 
r prayer. 3 44 WATTS & TN, the voni 
Saturday, OG. 21 -Bopgrazed for the Lordo lay; 
one went to Campbelltown and Fort George, fax» 
ther to Nairn, and the third remained at Iuvorueſs. 


u exvrnng i on account: af 


contrarigty of this : advice) d the 
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2 Joh, vefles 10, 11 east ee ahatie had bard 


nate 


Ctbvitti was merge ee Ara wes — ths 
vie" hope Rer fai 45 the diy prinople of avcep. 
table Obedience, in any. — ofi the furnwn; 
Prexehed im the aftericony and tokÞthe people, than 
in W6'fermon! predchtd iti the-£gyehoon, the only 
foundarfon of true geditoefs; faith is tile Lord=fefus 
CHrif, wits, if bt brnrted, yer bu mifplactat; 
be the fd et the Gofring was, that men were th 
be met by theft bow ⸗wörks; in bonnectiom wich 
the merfts ef Chriſt; but that che apoſtle ſtuted a 
different doctrme, when he that if fatuition 
was by Works, ehen it Was no more by grace.” Spoke 
of that repentance by which ſome: tobe ſaved; 
ald Ehdetvoured'to fe. hw differenit it wus from 
thar godly otro which workerth fepentance unte 
Hatwattian. — dia wii 10% % 349597 HED 
© Monday, OR: 2g. The two From lauren 
Cantph ern in un to Naiti Left ity and went 
to Muldearn; where we preached to about 806 Po- 
ple, (of whom a great part had eme fi 
Cut an to 2 ohed t che 2861s, 
irnrfedfratelyraftet g 'Ihtimuttion, - Were 
corfifierdbly difturbed;: cheugh not intentionallyp in 
preathing,. by a band of muſie and drums but were 
enabled ba leck ſolas tö be heafd, - und wan = 
about 360g liſtened : with mach mach Attenrieht Wo in- 
| tends to have foppat here all niht, but 
Ahle to proctirè beds, were obliged to go — 
Ne pits by“ the divine ä — werantved-it y 
Uelodk. One of our brethren went und preadh- 
evening and morting at Findhorwits about 
barer it the Relief meetingthbuſe ?: 
Nia y, Orr, 24. Prevchet/hv the morning at El. 
gm, fans Pate as bormeriy 0 about 3 50 Perſons, 
he wette very aten, left and came on 


t Poühübers; arrived at g bel! Sent publid in- 
deen, and'preached at r th about 15 perſous. 
0 aaf, Oc. 25. "One of us went we 


EAI | 
Banff, | Prrached at Focbabers to about 30-or 40 
it rained, which was one cauſe of the congregation 
being-ſo- mach ſmaller than laſt evening ; but the 
total une of the people of this place to the 
concerns of etermity;,, which has been. formerly 
noticed; .ojuſk, at the ſame time, not be left out of 
view. Left, Fochabers, and came forward to Keith. 
Intimsted ſermon, and preached in the Maſon- lodge 
to about 400 people. Preached in the ſame place 
next moruiag to about 300. After preaching, one 

of the Anttburgher ſeceders came, and expreſſed a 
great. deſixe that. there ſhould de ſome . raiſed 
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oo lupports 
| » Thurſday Od. 206. Left Keithandcame on through 
| a very bad-road to- Met with a moſt affec- 


tionate reception from the Antiburgher brethren in 

| this place. Their ſpieit and diſpoſition towards ex- 

| ettions for the goſpel both at home and 7 
abroad are by their addreſs, publiſhed in 

the Mifſionery- — Vol. II. page 446. Their 

BY Conduct to ps-completely accorded with the expec- 

tals we ud Formed, after hearing from them, and 1 
peruſing that addreſs Preached in the r * 
to nearly 500 ple. - ] 
Friday, Of. 27. Our brother who had gone to 
Banff, arrived et Hustly. - After leaving Fochabers, 
he-came to Cullen, where he preached to about ele- 
ved or twelve pbople. This place has been former- 
ly noticed for its want of religion. We were in- 
formel that chere had been but one parochial vifi- 
tation. withia the laſt thirty- four years. Went to 
Portſoy, where being unable to collect a congre- 
gation he came forward to Banff; after | ing in- 
 timation he preached in the Relief meeting to a- 

bout 150 people. Preached iu the ſame place on 
Thurſday morning, then went to M' Duff Town, a. 
village in the neighbourhood, and preached. at two 


odelock to abont 30 perſons; afterwards 2 


| 1 


o 


ro? 


daft Banff, and came forward 


Del ow ern (fr 20 


ſons fon ei a8TK6 ao 


oþ — of —— 


ghey. ton griegation 
Here as :eſteament/b plats: poople very highly am dove 
for hipwork's|fakt.: Heis abundlant i an 


Bas bean — — afothng much 
good an this parti ui the doumntry. His um 
We ure biformed, are growing da numbens, hn do 
religion) partir uiarly fine hefti f the Miß 
Boclety f London; in favour of which! they 
al decrded. part at a very early period, after:aty 
inſtitution- Tbeir:exertions in this cauſe are well 


none They have n miſſionary pra — eguare;. 
where n — — 
——5 tis 


Has been very uſeful in 
 Places// Some perſanmuche nt firs attended it merely 
us! pectaore, and ah were entirely carcleſe, : have | 
become truly pions; and ard now 48:commnion wth 
this church. Even ſcoffers have become ſerioùs, 
and worſhip God in their families: Theſe perfons - 
afevide> their firſt religious irapreſſionsß 4 wer 
bearing the praxers that were: made at thix meeting 
me late miſſionacy exertions appeat to heave ths: 
endenge of the. divine | approbetion, „that iu thoſe - 
places h they are countenanced, religion appeata 
t be;revived, aui where they arte condemned : a 
oppoſed · religiun appears on — — 
-z: Suhbath· vYening ſchoel ot | 
from 10049 children! mon 


the-corhmitteeaf: thei: Hunte Miſhanary = 


have lately erefted no leſs: than ve: 
n 


churuh. ordert But it id! 


diſta, arb hate 
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ethers ia different partao Maſt of the tunch er ane 
members of the ahuve eien commattee- 5 Ma- 
ny grown people, who uſed formerly — 
Sabbath, attend in all of: chens. 
netal with much decemeyyand ſome: of — 
papent ferjouſnefs, Bat uli abefnnhings ard guintg 
on, Satan is not idle.o He appearstobercxarting ca 
fiderable> influence in-oppaſition to thin wank; not ſo 
much among the thonghtleſs an ignorant, as amn 
thoſe: g uncommon iſtritusſe i religion. 
Their veligion bamever appears oliefy:to dir àn the 
— — 
iht dhe were of 
God willibe:carried formad in thb midſt of gyery 
op are many — — in 
this neighbourhood. The y have chapels at Huntly, 
Kincardine, f we -4evera}- other. places. 
There are uk ſeveral Epiſcopal clergymenʒ and 
at .antiKentvithere: are dci etica Metho- 
luſafub in 
the morak-of fome uf the people «Fromcthis,we | 
3 pens EY 
in pr a reformation bf praaciples :: +1 
Saturday, Odi 28. One p —— N 
another went forward: to Kintore;) but finding it 
impractirable to odllett wcopgreganiony: he <>d' not 
preathycbut: went forward to Aberdeen; whore ave 
arrived about fixe;/us the evening; n 5.2) 26 1 
Lordi duy, . 02-29; (Aberdeen. Cue -proacin 
ed in the fret. tu abbue: 300 or 400: people; 
n at Gilkomſtory to nearly 
the ſume nu Preached in the Old Town upon 
the gifaxifiion ofthe churchꝰoto about” 100! perions, 
Ia the eveningoone is tho Relief kirk tu 
about aꝗοο people/! nd -anothes ithe Gli cha. 
r 1 elal, on 50 vietal Su 
Monday, O 30. - One preurbed inthe mor- 

ing at Gilkqmſton ta about 3200 ar, ebe | 
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in the Relief kirk to shout 700. Leſt Aberdeen 
about one o'clock ; came on to Stonehaven, where 
we preached in the Maſon-lodge at _ r to 
about thirty, or forty people. gh AAP 
4. f 0. 5K. Lai Stonchavcn, came 0 Ber- 
gie, and gt iptimation off fermon ; hut no per · 
ſons aff bügel we proceaded to Montroſe: ; Preach» 
ed in U Burgher; meetjng to about geo peopie. 
Spent the evening with forne, Chriſtian friends, and 
were bappy to-fin it two Sabbath-exening ſchools 
had been erected we were there laſt, and that 
they were ahqut to . Into! —_ 
for promoting the. eſtabliſhment of, others. 
75 happ > hd beg o find, that Mr R 2 
minjl Dy begun to-preach-in, ſame-parts:ofthis 
neighbo % example. which -we hope: wall 
be one: 4 his . in qther parts of the 
country . ver. ih 71 (ones eget 1 211 1 
 Wedniſtey, Nov- 3 fo eren e fame msget- 
ing 20 the morning tp x eres, heft Monttaſe, 


came te Brechin. Prea 10 ths: I 
meeting to about, 309 people. ang, dot. 


Thurſday, Nov. 2. Preached in, the morning in 
the ſame —— to about 160 perſons. One of the 
miniſters of the town, with whom we were anac- 
quainted, came up to us, after ſermon, and heartily 
bade us God ſpeed, Left Brechin, and proceeded to 
F. orfar, where we preached te ſame n to a- 
bout 200 perſons. 1 

Friday, Nov. 3. Preached | in the morning th from 
thirty to forty perſons, Left Forfar, and came to 
Glamis. Preached to about 100 people, who. were 
very attentive, and then came forward to Cupar. 

Saturday, Nov. 4. After public intimation preach- 


ed in the Maſon-lodge to about fifty people. One 


of us then went to Kirrymuir to ſpend the Sabbath. 
Preached in the ſame place in the evening to about 


200 people. Mo. | | 
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Tor- day; Novi g. Preathed at Cupar to Ahödt 
300 poople e momning- and to about 400 id the 
evening. 141 1 [ti 533831 5 


At Kerr ymeir, Lord's dy: Preachel to atqut.405 


people at nine o'Clock.'” Preached tag m nocu to 
about o perſons{ Many were abli iged to o An 
way, 28 the place Cas quite full. The el were 
very attentive. Returneii o Motida upar. 
Monday, Nov. 6. Loft 'Cupir'for Per. When 
we arrived there, we applied for the Relief church, 
which was kindly und readily granted.” Sent pub- 
lic ĩatimation: aud preached nt fix o'clock to a con- 
eee from 500 o to $50 nenen e 
Tieſtlay, \Nov-7: Left Pertli and came te Auth- 
. Tresched here in the ſchool-Hduſe to a- 
about 300 perſons, and then came forward to a 
friend's houſe in the neighbourhood of Stirling, one 
of us being much indiſpoſed by a ſore throat, inc 
ſequence"? the tatigüe of mucfi rk 


In 
ebndeſvenſion and els of God x" trik. 
iagly difplayed in this, that, though he had Nad fre- 


quent attacks of this e in the courſe of the 


journey, he had never been onee diſabled by its vio» 
lence from preaching, till he had fully e 
the errcutt which had been intended. 


Hemp finilied he narrative of our ilvney, we 
beg lende to ſubinit a'few vbſetvations to the'confi- 
deration of thoſe who love, the (Ore Jeſus Chiift in 
fncerity 25 70a 012 
From the Soregolhg account, it peng that the 
condition in which multitudes of our countrym 
are placed is truly deplorable.” With the Serix dates 
in their hauds, they ate 2 pe of Know 
ledge : -* gay, Wey are Yangh eir Eng bn 
. oh of e ficarwhich the Spal 15 ſWeep 12 7 5 
the day of God's wrath. Surely their rv: 
crcumlidnces are now proclaiming in the ears of 
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all who know the worth of a Saviour and of im- 
mortal ſouls,“ Come over and help us.“ It has 
been ſaid with ſome degree of juſtice, that Chri- 
- ſtians have of late been more concerned for the fal. 
vation of the heathen, than for that of their own 
has been in ſome . meaſure owing to ignorance, 
While their attention has been particularly directed 
to the Heathen, and their compaſſion excited in their 
behalf, by every az which could affect the 


minds of Chriſtians, the miſerable condition of ma- 


ny parts of their own. has ſeldom been 
brought under their review. Many of them may 
plead with truth, : Behold we knew it not.” Such 
can plead fo no longer: the wretched circumftan- 
ces of their brethren. are now laid before them. 


Let thofe then who are animated with love to the 
ſouls of men give ear to the voice of their miſery, 


and haſten to pour into their ſouls the confolations 


of the goſpel. Let them alſo lift up their voice as 


a trumpet to warn thoſe who. are going on fecure in 
ſins, and by every means endeavour to pluck finners 
as brands out of the burning. This is the indiſpen- 
ſable duty of every Chriſtian, according to the mea- 


ſure of his ability, of whatſoever kind it be, and it 


neceſſarily flows from the ſecond great command - 
ment, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 
If thou ſeeſt thy brother drawn unto death, and do 
not exert thyſelf for his relief, ſhall not he who pon- 
dereth the heart conſider it, and ſhall he not render 
to every one according to his works ?. | 
From the foregoing account, it will appear, that 
there is much encouragement to exertion. The peo- 
ple almoſt in every place ſeem willing to receive, 
and thankful for inſtruQion. The fields are 


truly white to harveſt, Let Chriſtians then, not 


only pray, but ſhew that their prayers are fiacere, 
by uſing means to ſend forth labourers into this 
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harveſt in diſebarging - ſo important: a duty, hey 


ſhall not only yield obedience to the co 
of God, who will have all wen, all claſſes 29d, dex 
ſcriptidns of men, to be ſaved, but they. {hall ally 
render the moſt eſſential ſexviee to their country 
Thoſe who believe che wont.of. Gal know that 1 
| long as men are ſtrangers. lo the, goſpel. of Chriſt, 
their minds being. wholly; corthly and. carol, they 
are reſtleſs and diſffatisſied, and ready, upon the ri} 
occafion, when dazzling and ſeducing objects are 
preſented to their view, to ruſh, upon the eommiſt 


ion of erimes, from:whizh-hamanity ſhrinka back 


with horror. Inflilenced, iiomever, by dhe doctrinef 
of che goſpel, the :liow havoides a damb, arid 
who in times puſt were almoſt continually in all e 
become ready to Every good word and work. "They 
are now taught effectually to deny all ungodlineſ(s 5 


and, ſeeking to the welfare of all around 
mem, to live ſobetly; y, and godly in this 
prefent evil world. Hawever — theroſops the the 


doctrines of the goſpel may be appoſed-.by: ſame 
and diſpaſed;by others, yet it is plain to thoſe who 


know their excellence, that che peace and welfare of 
ſociety ate intimately connected with their, propa - 


gation; and that it can only be in proportion to the 
extent of their influence, that any real ſecurity can 
be enjoyed for the guod conduct of the ſubject of a- 
ny ſtate.” Let this confideratipn then ſtrengthen the 
obligations that have been already mentioned; and 
whatever be the charges, which men, careleſs of 
their own ſouls, and the fouls of others, bring a- 
gainſt thoſe who exert themſelves in-this good work, 

let them go ſteadily forward in the proſecution of 
ſo important an object, conſcious of being influenced 
by no other motive than that of fincere regard both 


to the preſent and future intereſts of their: fellow- | 


men . 


I . 


| 
| 
| 
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We ſhall juſt tate, i in concluding theſe remarks, 


that there are no means which appear more calcu. 
lated to promote the difſemination of religious truth 
than thoſe which have been ſo ſucceſsfully employ: 
ed of late in many parts of the country; Fe, yea 
the inſtitution of Sabbath-evening ſchools *,, U 

on the plan on Which theſe are conducted, they are 
attended with little or no expence. It is by no 
means neceſſary, that a man ſhould be a profeſſed 
teacher in order to undertake the management of 
one of them. If he have a competent acquaintance 
with the doctrine of ſeripture, and an unfeigned love 
to immortal ſouls, there is no hazard of his failing 

in an undertaking of this nature. The greater — 
of the ſchools beds erected, are taught gratis by 
private Chriſtians, who have come forward in this 
- buſineſs with the moſt praiſe-worthy and exempla- 
ry zeal, Let their conduct provoke others in dif. 
ferent parts of the country to fimilar exertions. 

By the multiplication of ſuch ſeminaries . the molt 
important advantages may be expected to be deri- 
ved to ſociety. Surely the Lord will bleſs the unit · 
ed exertions of his people; and the riſing genera- 


tion, inſtructed in their early years in the know- 


ledge of Chriſt, ſhall riſe up, a ſeed to ſerve him; 
whoſe labours, i in their turn, may prove the happy 


means of effecting a general reformation on public 


manners, and of extending the knowledge of-Chrift's 
ſalvation to the uttermoſt ends of the earth. 


* A full account * the plan upon which the Sabbath-ſchoo!s are 
GY was publiſhed 1 in che Miſlionary N for =o 1797, 
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The following 1s the Addreſs to Strangers, mentioned 
in the liſt of PREG which we Derr on the. 


Journey. 


Dear F Aukun, 
Lou are ſurpriſed at getting a paper from. thinks 


gers; but let not this prejudice you againſt it. We 
are concerned for your welfare, and have no private 


end in view, Let us, therefore, entreat you ſeri- 
ouſly to read this,” and may God bleſs it to your ſoul. 
Be not diſguſted when you find it is about religion. 
Why ſhould the thing of moſt conſequence, be moſt. 
offenſive to you ? Were you going to ſome diſtant 
country, and we could give you any information a- 
bout it, would you not attend to what we ſaid? Bear 
with us then, while we aſk, if you know any thing of 
what is beyond the grave, whither you are faſt 

ing? As the Lord liveth and as your ſoul liveth, there 
is but a ſtep between you and deatf1. Have none of 
your acquaintances been cut off, who were as likely 
to live as yonrſelf?---Do you think you are as ready 


for death as others? Alas this is ſaying but very little. 
Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth 
to deſtruction, and many there be which go in there» 


ht into 
„Luke xii. 32. 


at, Matt. vii. 13. Thoſe only who are 
Chriſt's little flock obtain the kin 


Lou call yourſelf a Chriſtian, you were baptized, 


and perhaps attend regularly at ſome place of wor- 
ſhip. But do you attend to what you hear? do 
you compare it with your Bible, which is the word. 
of God? The apoſtle commands. us not to believe. 


every ſpirit, but to try the ſpirits whether they are: 


of God. You ſhould examine whether the doc-, 
trines you hear agree with the ,Scriptures of truth. 
If you hear a faithful miniſter, he will not defire you 
to take any thing on his word. He will recommend 


to you to read your Bible, with earneſt. prayer to- 
God for his Spirit, to enable you to underſtand it. 
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Our Lord commands us to call no man on earth fa. 
ther, Matt. xxiii. 9. It will be no exeuſe in the day 
of judgment that your miniſter miſled you. You 
have the lively oracles of God in your own hands, 
They are adapted to the meaneſt capacity; the Bi- 
ble ſurely was not meant for the rich and the learned 
only, but for every creature under heaven. Its lan- 

guage 1s plain. and fimple. According to it, God 
created man holy and happy, but by difobedience, 
he fell from that eſtate; lie loft the image of God. 
and became ſubject to his wrath and eutfe; ; all men 
died in Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 2+ ; he begat children in 
his own image, and we are all conceived in fit, and 
brought fotth in iniquity, Pf. li. 5. This is evident 
from the death of infants, for death is the puniſhment 
of fin ; and as they die before they can commit ac- 
tual tranſgreſſion, they muſt be by nature ſinners, 
| Stherwife a holy and juſt God would never inſſict 
on thern the —— of ſin. 
Ve are by nature enemies to God, Rom. vill. "5 
We ſhew this by our contempt of his authority and 
habitual tranſgreſſion of his law. Eſpecially we 
ſhew it by not believing the word of God which he 
hath put into our hands. In it the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of man. Tribulation and wrath, 
indignation and anguiſh is denounced againſt every 
foul. of mad that doth evil. It declares that if we 
keep the, whole law, and yet offend in one point, we 
ate guilty of all, James it. 10. Notwithſtanding 
this ar declaration, many who profeſs to be- 
Heve' that the Bible is a revelation of the mind of 
God, expect to be juſtified by their own works. Is 
this your caſe? Perhaps you plead you are not ſo 
Had as many others. But do you never tranſgreſs 
in thought, word, or deed ? The law requires per- 
fe& obedience ; it admits of no excuſe ; its language 
is, Pay what thou oweſt ; the ſoul that finneth 
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it hall die, Lzek. xviii. 4 The law is, like the 
Lawgiver, unchangeable. It lays judgment to the 
line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet. It makes 
no allowance for human weakneſs, and therefore by 
the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified, Rom. 
111. 20, | We 5 

You will ſay this is a hard ſaying, who can hear 
it? we anſwer, all who are taught of God. But do 
. they perfectly keep the law? No. They have how- 
ever ſeen their danger, they are convinced they are 
ſinners both by nature and practice, and therefore 
juſtly expoſed to the wrath and curſe df God, and 
this they confeſs whenever they approach him. 
Their confeſſion does not make atonement for their 
fins ; but a perfect atonement has already been made, 
and this is the ſubject of the goſpel. The goſpel means 


ood news. It is the glad tidings, that Drvine juſtice 


is ſatisfhed, and that God can be juſt while he ju- 
ſtifies the ungodly. Do you know how the mer- 


ey of God has been reconciled with the truth of 


his threatenings againſt fin? how his juſtice Has 
been clearly difplayed while he pardons the ſin- 
ner ? The Scripture informs you. When it was 
impoſſible for man to offer any ſacrifice ſuffi. 
cient to take away fin, when angels could have 
done him no ſervice, then a body was prepared. in 
the womb of the virgin Mary, and God was mant- 
feſted in the fleſh that he might deſtroy the works 
of the devil. He lived upwards of thirty years in 
the world, yielding to the law perfect obedience, and 


thus magnifying and making it more honourable 


than the obedience of man and angels could have 
done. After a painful life, he endured an ignomi- 
nious death. He bare the fins of all his people in 


his own body on the tree; for he was made fin (a. 


ſin- offering) for us, who knew no fin, that we might 
be made t. e righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 
21. That is, as our fins were laid on him, fo ts 
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his perfect ri ghteouſneſs imputed , to us hg hear 
and believe e golpel. He endured not only.t 
bodily: pain of dying on the ctoſs, but the wrath 4 
God — the ſins of all who had or ever ſhould, 
believe on His name. He did not leave the word 
till he could fay, It is ſiniſhed, the work of tedemp. 
tion is cotaplete. Thus, as by the diſobedieude of 
one man, many were made finners, by the obędi- 
ence of one are many made 1 Rom. y. 9 
As he died for our fins, he roſe again for our juſti- 
fication; + The ſutety was diſcharged. to thew- that 
the debt was fully Paid. He made himſelf knoy 
to hundreds of his diſciples durin the ſpace "of 
forty days after his reſurre&ion, and afcerided into 
heaven in their prefence ; and being both God and 
man, he ever lives the only Mediator, making inter- 
ceſſion for his people, and freely beſtowing the bleſ- | 
ſings of ſalvation purchaſed by his own b Hood 6 
of his 1 is * the Soripture teaches 4 an the pl Fe | 
n ou betieve it? You ma N Es. 
Bee you live: water 3 its- influence? 1 32 | 
neceflary of believing it. Do you fee 
that God is love; in that- he ſo loved a guilty — 
as to give his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing life, John iii. 16. Is his love ſhed abroad in 
your heart, and does the love of Chriſt conſtrain. 
Jou to live no more to yourſelf, but to him who 
died for yon and who roſe again? Do you delight. 
in public and ſecret prayer, in reading the Scrip- 
tures, and in religious converſation? Do you love 
the Lord's day, or do you ſay, Oh what a weari- 
neſs is it, and when will it be over! Do you ſpend, 
iĩt in idleneſs, and vain converſation. If ſo, you may 
ſay what: you pleaſe, but you do not believe the 
goſpel. If any man, ſays the apoſtle, be in Chriſt, 
(that is believes in him), he is a new creature; 
old. * are paſſed away, behold all things are 
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become new, 3; Car. e, 9,1. He hates Go, which 
he 1. Leven loved He has new fears, hopes, and 


defires, , He fears, God, hopes for his favour, and 
defires to he made holy even as God. is holy, not 
from fear of puniſhment, but becauſe holineſs is 
well-pleafin 10 God. Theſe are the effects of the 
new birth 1 5 of "3 in Scripture, without which 
our Lord informs us, we cannot ſee the kingdom of 
God, John iii. 3. Almighty power alone can pro- 
duce this. „change. In regeneration we really receive 
new life, even the ſpiritual life which Adam loſt by 
diſobedience, and which is regained. b y the perfect o- 
eee. of Jeſus. Chriſt for, his — by which 
the to higher degrees of happineſs than 
if = had never fallen Where fin abounded, 
grace did much more abound, Rom., v. 20. With- | 
out this ſpiritual life, we can have no proper knows- ' 
ledge of God who is a. ſpirit, or worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth; The Holy Ghoſt'beſtows-on- 
us this life by meang of the wopd of truth, eontain- 
ed in the Seriptures,. and hene in Segipture, Chri- 
ſtians are ſaid. to be born of che Bꝑirit, Johu i 5. 
* begotten with the word of truth, u i. | 
I 3 9 201 Liga gn 0 43 
Vou may lay how, bete thing be? But al 
though, you ES underſtand — the 


truths af 0 2 6 ou ſhall ane day know’. Your + 
not un | ing them is a proof of the truth b 
the ſeriptures, which nn „that the natural man 


receiveth, not the things be Spirit of God, for 
they are fooliſhneſs is to him, neither can he knο⁹ u 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcertied; 2 C 
li. a 1 at whatever: aur opinioui no 

ich his Spirit to give, they wi 
which cometh, from,above.' — — 7 
and pray for a teachable mind, that yaw may lenor 
the FA s, which are freely given to. Chriſtians'vf\- 
God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. If ever you are ſaved, you 


— 


"Do's 


mafitie s achter to free ſoyereign 

8. But if von rejeft this way of gw chere 

| remaineth ne * ſacrifice for ſins. If yon con · 
tinue careleſs or indifferent, you are re Be. 

pent therefore, and helieve the goſpel. It is only 
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| tance, though you ſeek it carefully with tears, Heb; 


and would none of my reproof ; I alſo will Augb at 


ſtruction as 2 whirlwind, Prov. i. 24. 26. 


| diſters ? ?. rf. not, they are blind leaders of the blind, 
Matt. xv. 14. Are there none in your part of the 


of What denominatzon they are; you will. never be 
aſked by your Judge, whether you was a member 
, of the Edablimed church or a Seceder. Go where 


falſe teachers, Matt. vii. 20. You will find faiths 
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Lie 


_ pineſs hereafter; you ſhall figd — for. repens 


xii. 17. You ſhall in vain call for merey ; the Lord 
will then reply, Becauſe 1 liave called, and ye reſu - 
ſed ; I have ſtretched out my band; and no man res 

garded; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, 


your calamity, and mock when your fear-cometh, . 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your dhe | 


Are theſe the doctrines you hear from your mi. 


conntry who preach in this manner? It ſignifies not 


Chriſt is preached. By their fruits you ſhall know | 


ful miniſters, leading holy and-blameleſs lives, thus 
adorging the dockrine of God their Saviour, They 
will be anxtqys about you. They will viſit, exa- 
mite, and inſtru& you, conſidering you as their chill 
Ken. When the others have fimſhed their ſermoas, 
they will take little charge of you till next Sabhath, 
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ben t 1 3 vl 
They — flock but the flecbe. ewa k  } 
fuch meg. The A oſthes determined to Know no- 
thing in their but Chriſt and him eruciſi- oy 
ed, 1 Cor. ii. 2. and every faithful miniſter does the 


fame. If you are Chriſtians, ſurely you Will not con- 9 
tinue to hear any other doctrine. ee * 


Chriſt, know my vyice; a ſtran 8 2 
follow; but will $ n 2223 5 Ae- 
thoſe are ſt inſiſt on „ 
e 2 God bs any degree 
A Lide t t L tte. | 
ſus, No thoſe who: wiſhed taiknow what work they 
perform that they might obtain cternal life), 
tate believe on him whom he hath ſent, John vi. 
Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, 


Hebe Before you believe the vou are 
in 2 ſtate of enmity to and can bring S; 
clean thing out of au unclean? not one, Job xiv. 4... 


The means God has appointed to reconcile any to 
iuntelfare frdececamie ot che gant. truths of the 9 — 
goſpel. It is the meſſage of reconciliation, 2 Cor. 174 
v. 18, 19. And chen von believe that God was in 
Crit wear Bag the rorkd dars bimſell, yon will 5 


be reconciled: to him. Thus your heart will be a 
eee againſt God will be HIKE | 
;emoved, the tree will be made good, and the fruit 
muſt neceſſarily; become ſo. Any other way.of _ | 
preaching is ling cole oh cap wad ; 4 
platter, a never can ſucceed.” 1 1 
You <ining: yod en js 

ber z hafte Aga we l the © the words of truth F 

and: ſobe By. experience: we Kno your ſitu- | 


ation; Wee * 
ſome degree of fear. a e e 3 | 

u to think on; y to may 
_— my volt in the view of death. NA F 


you may d Fe youre, wat goon Agr 9 
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be 2tion through etermty, if 


Fons te underſtand ig Af, and you ſhall rreci 


. 2 


_—_— lie 1 your cighe! _— thioking yowbel t 
2 not ſo bad. a3 —_— | Hh cyl 


a then profit you nothing, 
truly blefled in that day, who 
Judge not having their own ri gte lee WHEKa is 
of the law, but the ri neſs which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs of God by faith, 
— Phil. iii, 9. Behold life and deati are now fe Lew 
fore you. This paper ſhall add to your cc 
neglett the! adn] 
given you in it. Do you thinlt it 
thould expreſs ſo much anxĩbty about bea i 
know the value of our own ſouls, we find: 
fort which religion beftows, and we wilt 
bare our joys. Oh taſte and ſee that the I 
Truly wiſdom's ways are ws of | 
- neſs; and all her paths are peacd.. Would you bg! 
ſurprized I ue tmdertook 2 journey which might 
tend to reſtore peace and ee 
We conkider * immortal ſoul as of; Nart” * 
chan With ſuch ſentimenti, on 
. about/y0u?:Amd mc; N 
iend, do not jur ur extidumanarioh, -; 
ridiculing this: and thebiring it aßdel We woe 
willingly be the objects ects of 2 
your immortal ſoul 
ok this —— rojo reject the T off 
1 againſt yourſelf. © Read it again: —_—— 
- with Scripture, and pray that God -woukd, ec 


you: t6 
od 


rd 11 1 | 


be Fayed; N an mg 


ee KInoek, and it nns 
Mart, wii. 7. We now. comme pull, 
ew mand of his grace; which is ate 
build you up. May von obtain eternal liße: unf 
this is life eternal, 8 the only true God, n 


f. aſs Cbriſt whom he kk ken Ike vad 5: 221 
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